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THE 


PREFACE. 


H E Celebrating the 
Praiſes of the Dead, 


is an Argument ſo worn 

out by long and requent uſe ; 
and now become ſo nauſeous, by 
the flattery that uſually attends 
it, that it is no wonder if Funeral 
Orations, or Panegiricks, are more 
conſidered for the Elegancy of 
Style, and ſineneſs of Wit, than 
for the Authority they carry with 
them as to the truth of matters 
of Fail. And yet I am not here- 
by deterred from medling with 
this kind of Argument, nor from 
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The Preface, 


handling it with all-the plainneſs 
I can : delivering only what 1 
my ſelf heard and ſaw, without 


any borrowed Ornament. I do 


eaſily foreſee how many will be 
engaged for the ſupport of their 
Impious Maxims and Immoral 
Praflices, to diſparage what I 
am to write. Others will cenſure 
it, becauſe it comes from one of 


my Profeſſion, too many ſuppoſing 
us to be induced , to frame ſuch 


Diſcourſes for carrying 0n what 
they are pleaſed to call Our 
Trade. Some will think I dreſs 
zt up too artificially, and others, 
that 1 preſent 1t too plain and 
naked. 

But being reſolved Io govern 

my felf by the exaft Rules of 


Fd ruth, 1 ſha be leſs concerned 


in the C enſures I may fall under. 
It may ſeem liable to great Ex- 
| ception, 
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The Prefacc. 
ception, that TI ſhould diſcloſe ſo 


many. things, that were diſcove- 
red to me, if not under the Seal 
of Confeſſion, yet under the con- 
fidence of Friendſhip ; But this 
Noble Lord himſelf not only re- 
leaſed me from all Obligation of - 
this kind, when I waited on him © 
in his laſt Sickneſs, a few days 
befoe-he died, but gave it me in 
Charge not to ſpare him in any 
thing which I thought might be 
of uſe to the Living ; and was 
not ill pleaſed to be laid open, 
as well in the worft as in the beſt 
and laſt part of his life, being 
ſo ſincere in his Repentance, that 
he was not unwilling. to take 
Jhame to himſelf , by ſuffering 
his Faults to be expoſed for the 
benefit of others. 
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The Preface. 


I write with one great diſad- 
vantage, that I cannot reach his 
thief Deſign, without mentioning 
ſome of his Faults: But I have 
touched them as tenderly as the 
Occaſion would bear : And I am 
ſure with much more ſoftneſs than 
he defired, or would have con- 
ſented unto, had I told him how 
T intended to manage this : part. 
T baze related nothing with per- 
ſonal ref;eAicrs on any thers, con- 


cerned with him, wiſting rather - 


that they themſelves refletling 
en the fenſe he had of his former 
Diſcrders, may be thereby led to 
forſake their own; than that they 
ſhould be any ways Reproach*d 
by what I write: and therefore 
though he uſed wery few Reſerves 
with me, as tohis courſe of Life, 
yet fince others had a ſhare in 
moſt parts of it, I [Fall relate 
nothing 


The Preface. 


nothing but what more immes- 


diately concerned himſelf : and 


ſhall ſay no more of his faults,than 


is neceſſary to illuſtrate his Repen- 
tance. | 
The Occaſion that led me into 
ſo particular a knowledge of 
him, was anintimation given me 
by a Gentleman of his acquain- 
tance, of his deſire to ſee me. 
This was ſometime in:October, 
1679. when he. was ſlowly reco- 
vering out of a great Diſeaſe. 
He had underſtood that 1 gften 
attended on one well known to 
him, that died the Summer be- 
fore; He was alſo then enter- 
taining himſelf in that low ſtate 
of bis health, with the firſt part of 
the Hiſtory of the Retormation 
then newly come out, with which 
he ſeemed not ill pleaſed: and 
we had atcidentally met in two 
or 


The Preface. 


or three places ſometime before. 
Theſe were the Motives that led 
him to call for my Company. Af- 
ter I had waited on him once or 
twice, he grew into that freedom 
with me, as to open to me all his 


Thoughts, both of Religion and 


Morality: and to give me a full 
view of his paſt life: and ſeemed 
not uneaſie at my frequent Viſits. 
So till he went from London, 
which was in the beginning of 
April, I waited on him often. 
As ſoon as I heard how ill he 
was, and how much he mas 
touched with the ſenſe of his for- 
mer life , I writ to him, and 
received from him an Anſwer, 
that, without my knowledge, was 
printed ſince his Death ; from 
a Copy which one of his Servants 
conveyed to the Preſs. In it 


there is ſo undeſerved a V alue 


put 


The Preface. 


put on me, that it had been wery 
indecent for me to have pub- 
lifÞ'd it : Yet that muſt be at- 
tributed to his Civility and way 
of breeding: And indeed he 
was particularly known to ſo few 
of the Clergy, that the good 
Opinion he had of me, is to be 
imputed only to hy unacquain- 
tance with others. 

My end of Writing is ſo to 
diſcharge the laſt Commands 
this Lord left 0N Me, as that 
it may be effefiual to awaken 
thoſe who run on to all the ex- 
ceſſes of Riot ; and that in the 
midjt of thoſe heats, which thetr 
Luſts and Paſſions raiſe in them, 
they may be a little wrought on 
by ſo great an Inſtance, of one 
who had run round the whole 
Circle of Luxury ; and as So- 


lomon 


The Preface. 


lomon ſays of himſelf, What- 
ſocver his Eyes defired , he 
kept 1t not from them ; and 
withheld his Heart from no 
Joy. But when he looked back 
on all that on which he had 
waſted his Time and Strength, 
he efleemed it Vanity and 
Vexation of Spirit: Though he 
had both as much natural Wait, 
and as much acquired by Learn- 
ing, and both as much improved 
with thinking and fludy, as per- 
haps any Libertine of the Age. 
Tet when he reflefted on all his 
former Courſes, even before his 
Mind was illuminated with 
better thoughts, he counted them 
madneſs and folly. But when 
the Powers of Religion came to 
operate 0n him, then he added 
g deteſtation to the Contempt 

he 
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The Preface. 
he formerly had of them, ſuit- 


able to what became a ſincere 
Penitent, and expreſſed himſelf 
in ſo clear and ſo calm a man- 
ner, ſo ſenſible of his Failings 
towards his Maker and his 
Redeemer , that as it wrought 
not a little on thoſe that were 
about him; So, I hope, the 
making it Publick, may have a 
more general - Influence, chiefly 
0n thoſe on whom his former 
Converſation might have had ill 
Effefts. 

''T have endeavoured to give 
his Charafer as fully as I could 
take it: for I who ſaw him only 
in one light, in a ſedate and 
quiet temper, when he was un- 
der a great decay of Strength 
and loſs of Spirits, cannot give 
his Piflure with that life and 


advantage 
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The Preface, 


advantage that others may, who 
knew him when his parts were 
more bright and lively : Tet the 
Compoſure he was then in, may 
perhaps be ſuppoſed to balance 
any abatement of his uſual 'Vi- 
gour which the - declination of 
his Health brought him under. 
I have written 'this Diſcourſe 


with as much Care, and have * 


conſidered it as\ngrrowly as" Þ 
could. T am ſure Þ have-ſaitt 


nothing but Truth , 1 have done tt © 


flowly, and often uſed my-ſecond 
thoughts in it, not being ſo much 
concerned in the Cenſures might 
fall on my ſelf, as Cautions that 
nothing jhould| paſs, that might 
obſlru my only deſign of writing, 
which is the doing what Þ can 
towards the reforming a looſe and 
lewd Age. Andif ſuch a Signal 

Inſtance 


> + W-: Ur Oh 
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Inſlance concurring with all the 
Ewidence that we have for our 
mg/t holy Faith, has no effeft on 
thife who are running the ſame 
Colpſe, it is much to be feared 
thay are given up 10 a reprobate 
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JOHN 
Earl of Rocheſter. 


P* Wilmot Earl of Rocheſter 
was- born 1n April, Anno 
Dom. 1648. his Father was 
Henry Eaxl of Rocheſter, but beſt 
known by the Title of the Lord 

- Wilmot 


Some j2Iaſlages of the Life 
Wilmot, who bore ſo great a 
part 1n all the late Wars, that 
mcntion is often made of him 


in the Hiſtory : And had the 


cChiet ſhare mn the Honour of 


the preſervation of His Ma- 
jcſty that now Reigns, after 
Worceſter-Fight, and the Con- 
VCYINg Him from Place ro 
Place, nll he happily eſcaped 
into France : But dying bctorc 
the King's Return, he Icft his 
Son little other Inheri CanCe, 
but the Honour and Title de- 
rived to him, with the preten- 
fions ſuch cminent Scrviccs 
ZUVC him to the King's Favour : 

Theſe were carefully managed 


by the grcat prudencc and diſ- 


cretion of his Mother,a Daugh- 
—n of that Noble and Ancienr 
Fanly of the- Sr. Johns of Wilt- 
/bire, ſo that his Education was 
carried 
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and Death of John E. of Rocheſter. 
carricd on 1n all things ſutably 


to his Quality. 

When he was at School he 
was an extraordinary Proficient 
at his Book : and thoſe ſhining 
parts which have ſince appear- 
cd with ſo much luſtre, began 
then to ſhew themſelves : He 
acquired the Latinto ſuch per- 
tection, that to his dying-day 
hc retained a great rell1ſh of the 
Fineneſs and Beauty of that 
Tongue:and was exactly verſed 
in the incomparable Authors 
that writ about Azguſtus's time, 
whom he read often with that 
pecular delight which the 
greatc{t Wits have ever found 
in thoſe Studies. 

When he went to the Un1- 
verſity the general Joy which 
over-ranthe whole Nation up- 
on his Majcſties Reſtauration, 
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but was not regulated with 
that Sobricty and T emperance, 
that became a ſerious gratitude 
co God for ſo great a Blcſlng, 
produced ſome of 1ts 1ll cftects 
on him: He began to love theſe 
diſorders too much; His Tutor 
was that Eminent and Pious 
Divine Dr. Blanford, afterwards 
promoted to the Secs of Oxford 
and Worcefter : And under his 
Inſpection, he was commutted 
co the more immediate care of 
Mr. Phineas Berry, a Fellow 
of Wadham Colledge, a very 
Icarncd and good natured man; 
whom he afterwards cyer uſed 
with much reſpct&t, and rc- 
warded him as became a great 
man. But the humour of thar 
time wrought ſo much on him, 
that he broke off the Courſe of 
his'Studics; to which no means 


could 
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and Death of John E; of Rocheſter. 


could cyer cftcctually rccall 
him; ol] when he was 1n 1taly 
his Govcrnour Dr. Balfour, 
Icarned and worthy man, now. 
a Cclebratcd Phylitian in Sco:- 
land, his Native Country ; drcw 
him to read ſuch Books, as were 
moſt likely to bring him back 
to love Learning and Study : 
and he often acknowledged to 
me, 1n particular three days bc- 
forc his Death, how much hc 
was obliged to Love and Ho- 
nour this his Goycrnour, to 
whom he thought he owed 
more than to all the World, 


next aftcr his Parcnts, for his — 


great Fidelity and Care of him, 
while he was under his truſt. 
But no part of it affected him 
more ſenſibly, than that he en- 
gagcd him by many tricks (fo 


- he exprefled it) to delight in 
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Books and reading ; $So that 
ever after he took occaſion 1n 
the Intervals of thoſe woful 
Extravagancics that conſumed 
moſt of his timeto read much : 

and though the time was genc- 
rally but indifferently employ- 
ed, for the choice-of the Sub- 
jects of his Studies was not al- 
ways good, yet the habitual] 


Love of Knowlcdge, togcther 


with theſe Fits of Study, had 
much awaken'd his Underſtan- 
ding, and prepared him for bct- 
cr "things when his Mind 
ſhould be ſo far changed as to 
rcliſh them. 

He came from his Travels in 
the 16% Year of his Age, and 
appcar'd at Court withas great 
Advantages as moſt cver had. 
He was a gracctul and well- 


ſhaped Perſon, tall, and well 
made 


and Ocath of John E, of Rockeſter. 


made, if nota little too ſlender : 
He was cxactly well bred, and 
what by a modeſt bchaviour 
natural to him, what by a Civi- 
lity become almoſt as natural, 
his Converſation was cafic and 
obliging. He had aſtrange Vi- 
vacity of thought, and vigour 
of cxpreſhon : His Wit had a 
ſubtihity and ſublimity both, 
that were fſcarcc imitablc. Has 
Styje was clear and ſtrong : 
When he uſedFigures they were 
very hvely, and yet far cnough 
out of the Common Road: he 
had made himſclf Maitcr of the 
Ancient and Modern Wit, and 
of the Modern French and 
Italian as well as the Engliſh. 
He loved to talk and write of 
Speculative Matters, and did it 
with ſo fine a Thread, thar evcn 
thoſe- who hated the Suvzeets 
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that his Fancy ran upon, yet 
covld not be' charmed with 
his way of treating of them. 
Boileau among the French, and 
Cowley among the Engliſh Wits, 
were thoſe he admired moit. 
Sometimes other mensthoughts 
mixed with his Compolures , 
but that flowed rather from thc 
Impreſſions they made on him 
when he read them, by which 
they came to return upon him 
2s his own thoughts; than that 
he ſervilelty copied from any. 
For few. menever had a bolder 
fight of fancy, more ſteddily 
governed by Judgment than he 
had. No wonder a young man 
{o made, and fo improved was 
vcry acceptable in a Court. 
Soon after his coming thither 
hc laid hold on the firſt Occaſion 
that offercd to ſhew his readi1- 
nefs 
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neſs to hazard hs life in the 
Defence and Seryice of his 
Country. In Winter 1665. he 
went with the Earl of Sandwich 
to Sca, when he was ſent to 
lie for the Dutch Eaſft-India 
Fleet ; and was 1n the Revenge, 
Commanded by Sir Thomas 
Tiddiman, when the Attack 
was made on the Port of Berger 
in Norway, the Dutch Ships ha- 


" vVing got into that Port. It 


was as deſperate an Attempt as 
cver was made : during the 


whole Action, the Earl of Ro- 


cheſter ſhewed as brave and as 


rc{0lutc a Courage as was poſli- 


ble : A Perfon of Honour told . 


me he heard the Lord Clifford, 
who was in the ſame Ship,often 
magnific his Courage at that 
time very highly. Nor did 
the Rigours of the Scaſon, the 


hard- 


bk 
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hardneſs of the Voyage, and 
the extream danger he had been 
in, deter him from running the 
like on the very next Occat1on ; 
For the Summer following he 
went to Sca again, without 
communicating his delign to 
his neareſt Relations. He went 
aboard the Ship Commanded 
by Sir Edward Spragge the day 
before the great Sea-fight of 
that Year : Almoſt all the Vo- 
luntcers that were 1n the ſame 
Ship were killed. Mr. Middleton 
(brother to Sir Hugh Middleton) 
was ſhot in his Arms. During 
the Action, Sir Edward Spragge 
not being ſatished with the bce- 
haviour of one of the Captains; 
could not ca{ily find a Perſon 
thar would chcartully venture 
through ſo much danger, to 
carry his Commands to that 

Captain 
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Captain. This Lord offered 
himſelf to the Service ; and 


went in a little Boat, through 


all the ſhor, and delivercd his 
Meſlage, and returned back to 
Sir Edward : which was much 
commended by all that ſaw it. 
He thought 1t neccflary to be- 
g1n his hfe with theſe Demon- 
{trations of his Courage 1n an 
Element and way of fighting, 
which 1s acknowledged to be 
the greateſt trial of clcar and 
undaunted Valour. 

He had ſocntirely laid down 
the Intcemperance that was 
growing on hum before his Tra- 
vels, that at his Return he 
hated nothing more. But fal- 
ling into Company that loved 
theſe Excefles, he was, though 
not without difhculty, and by 
many ſteps, brought back to it 

again 
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again. And the natural heat 
of his fancy, being inflamed by 
Wine, made him ſo ccxtrava- 
gantly pleaſant, that many to bc 
more diverted by that humor, 
ſtudied to engage him decper 
and deeper in Intemperance ; 

which at length did fo entirely 
ſubdue him ; that, as he told 
me, for five ycars together he 
was continually Drunk : not all 
the while under the vilible et- 
fect of 1t, but his Blood was fo 
inflamed, that he was not 1n 
all that time cool enough to be 


perfectly Maſter of himſelf. 


This led him to ſay and do 
many wild and unaccountable 
things: By this, heſaid, he had 
broke the firm conſtitution 
of his Health, that ſcemed fo 
frrong, that nothing was too 
hard for it; and he had ſuffered 

ſo 
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ſo muchin his Reputation, that 
hc almoſt diſpaired to recover 
ir. There were two Principles 
n his natural temper, that be- 
ng heighren'd by that heat car- 
= him to great cxcefles: a vi- 
olent love of Pleaſure, and a diſ- 
poſition to extravagant Marth. 
Theone involved him in grear 
ſenſuality : the other led himto 
many odd Adventures and 
Frollicks, 1n which he was ofc 
in hazard of his Lite. The one 
being the ſame irregular appe- 
tite 1n his Mind, that the other 
was in his Body, which made 
him think nothing diverting 
that was not cxtrayagant. An 
though in cold Blood he was 
a gcnerous and good natured 
man, yet he would go far -1n 
his heats, aftcr any thing that 
might turn to a Jeſt or Matter 


of 


13 


14 


Some Paſſages of the Life 


of Diverſion : He ſaid to me, 
He never improved his Intereſt 
at Court, to do a premeditate 
Miſchict to other perſons. Yet 
he laid out his Wit very freely 
in Libels and Satyrs, in which 
he had a peculiar Talent of mix- 
ing his Wit with his Malice, 
and fitting both with ſuch apt 
words, that Men were tempted 
to be pleaſed with them: from 
thence his Compoſures came to 
be cafily known, for tew had 
ſuch a way of tempering theſe 
togcther as he had ; So that 
when any thing extraordinary 
that way came out, as a Child 
1s fathered ſometimes by its 
Reſcmblance, ſo was it laid at 
his Door as its Parent and Au- 

thor. 
Theſe Excrciſcs in the courſe 
of 'his life were not always 
cqually 
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equally plcaſant:ro him ; he 
had often ſad Intervals and ſc- 
vere Reflections on them: and 
though then he had not theſe 
awakened in him. from any 
deep Principle of Religion, yet 
the horrour that Nature raiſed 
in hum, cſpecially in ſome Sick- 
neſlcs, made him too caſic to 
receive ſome 11] Principles, 
which others endcavourcd to 
poſicſs him with ; ſo that he 
was too ſoon brought to ſet 
himſelf to ſecure, and fortifhe 
his Mind againſt that, by diſ- 
poſlcſling itall he could ct the 
bclict or apprechenſions of Re- 


Iigion. The Licentioutnets of 
his temper, with the briskneſs of 


his Wit, diſpoſcd him to love 
thc Converſation of thoſe who 
divided 
lewd Actions 


and irregular 


Myrch. 


their time between 
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Mirth. And ſo he came to 
bend his Wit, and dire& his 
Studies and Endeavours to ſup- 
port and ſtregthen theſe 11] 
Principles both in himſelf and 
others. 

Anaccident fell out aftcr this, 
which confirmed him morc- in 
theſe Courſes : when he went 
©o Sea 1n the Year 1665, there 
happened to be in the ſame 
Shin with him Mr. Mountague, 
os another GentIcman of 
Quality, theſe two, the former 
eſpecially, ſecmed perſwaded 
thar they ſhould never return 
into England. Mr. Mountague 
ſaid, He was ſure of 1t : the 
other was nor ſo poſitive. The 
Earl of Rocheſter, and the laſt 
of theſe, entred into a formal 
Engagement, not without Cc- 


remomes of Religion, that if 
cither 


to 
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cither of them dicd, he ſhould 
appear, and give the other no- 
tice of the future State, if there 
was any. But Mr. Mountague 
would not enter into the Bond. 
When the day came that they 
thought to have taken the 
Dutch-Fleet in the Port of Ber- 


gen, Mr. Mountague, though 


he had ſucha ſtrong Preſage in 
his Mind of his approaching 
death, yet he generouſly ſtaid 
all the while in the place of 
greateſt danger. The other 
Gentleman fignalized his Cou- 
rageina moſt undaunted man- 


ner, till near the end of the 


Action ; when he fell on a 
ſudden into fuch a trembling 
that he could ſcarce ſtand : and 
Mr. Mountague going to him 
ro hold him up, as they were 
in cach others Arms, a Can- 
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non Ball killed him outright, 
and carried away Mr. Moun- 
tague's Belly, of that he diced 

within an hour Sfecr. The 
Far! of Rocheſter told me that 
theſe Prefages they had in their 
unds made ſome 1mpreſſion 
on him, that there were ſepa- 
raced Beings; and that the Soul 
nc by a natural ſagacity, or 

{mc ſecret Nouce communi- 

Catcd to it, had a fort of Div1- 
nation : But that Gentlemans 
IcVCr appcaring was a great 
{nare to him, during the reſt 
of "is Lite. Though when he 
told mc this, hc could not. but 
acknowledge, 1t was an unrca- 
ſonable thing tor him to think, 
that Beings 1n another Statc 
were not under ſuch Laws and 
Linits, that they could not 
command their own motions, 


but 
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but 'as the Suprcam Power 
ſhould order them : and that 
one who had ſo corrupted the 
Natural Principles ot Truth, as 
he had, had no rcaſon to cx- 
pcct that ſuch an cxtraordina- 
ry thing ſhould be done for 
his Conviction. | 

He told me of another odd 
Preſage that one had of his ap- 
proaching Death in the Lady 
Warre, his Mother in Laws 
houſe : The Chaplain had 
dreamt that ſuch a day he 
ſhould dic, but being by all the 
Family put out of the belict of 
it, he had almoſt forgot it; till 
the Evening before at Supper, 
there being Thirteen at Table; 
according to a fond concelt 
that one of theſe muit ſoon 
die, One of the young Ladies 
pointed to him, that he was to 
C 2 dic. 
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dic. He remembring his Dream 
fell into ſame diforder, and the 
Lady Warre reproving him for 
his Superſtition, he ſaid, He was 
confident he was to dic beforc 
Morning, but he being 1n per- 
fect health, it was not much 
minded. It was Saturday- 
Night, and he was to Preach 
next day. He went to his 
Chamber, and fate up late, as 
appeared by the burning of his 
Candle, and he had been pre- 
paring his Notes for his Ser- 
mon, but was found dead in his 
Bed the next Morning : Theſe 
things he ſaid made him 1n- 
clined to believe, the Soul was 
a ſubſtance diſtin&t from mat- 
eter ; and this often returned 1n- 
to his thoughts: But that which 
pertected his perſwafion about 


it, was, that in the Sickneſs 
which 


WW WW WW WW 55 9 MY TY 0 


' =y | SCH WS 2 


_ ws VT. Wy ( 


and Death of John E; of Rocheſter. 


which brought him ſo near 
death before I firſt knew him, 
when his Spirits were ſo low 
and ſpent, that he could not 
move nor ſtir, and he did nor 
think to live an hour. He ſaid, 
His Reaſon and Judgment werc 
fo clear and ſtrong, that from 
thence he was fully perſwaded 
that Death was not the ſpcnd- 
ing or diſſolution of the Soul, 
bur only the ſeparation of it 
from matter. He had in that 
Sickneſs great Remorlcs for his 
paſt Life, bur he afterwards 
cold me, They were rather gc- | 
neral and dark Horrours, than 
any Convictions of finning 
againſt God. He was ſorry 
he had lived ſo-as to waſte his 


ſtrength ſo ſoon, or that hc had 


brought ſuchan 1ll name upon 


himſelf; and had an Agony in 
C 3 his 
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his Mind about it, which he 
knew not well how to expreſs: 
But at ſuch times, though hc 
complied with his Friends in 
ſuftering Divines to be ſent for, 
he ſaid, He had no great mind 
to1t: and that 1t was but a Picce 
of his breeding, to deſire them 
© pray by him, in which he 
joyncd little himſelf. 

As to the Supream Being, he 
had always ſome Impreſſion of 
one : and profefled often to 
mc, Thar he had never known 
an cntire Atheiſt, who tully be- 
licved there was no God. Yet 
when he explained his Notion 
of this Being, 1t amounted to 
no more than a vaſt power, 
that had none of the Attriburcs 
of Goodncls or Juſtice, we 
aſcribe to the Deity : Thelſc 
were his thoughts about Reh- 

- ZION, 
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210n, as himſclt told mc. For 
Morality, he freely own'd to 
me, that though he talked of 
It, as a fine thing, yet this was 
only becauſe he thought it a 
decent way of ſpeaking, and 
that as they went always IN 
Cloaths, though in their Fro!- 
licks they would have choſen 
ſometimes to have gone naked, 
if they had not feared the pco- 
ple : So though ſome of them 
found 1t ncceflary for humane 
life totalk of Morality, yct he 
confeſicd they cared not tor :t, 
turthcr than the reputation of 
It was ncccſlary for their cred:r, 
and aftairs : of which he gave 
me many Inſtances, as their 
proftciling and ſwearing Fr Icnd ; 
{hip, where they hated mortal- 
ly ; their Oaths and Imprecatt- 
ons, 1n their Addrcfies to W: 
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men, which they intended ne- 
ver to make good; the pleaſure 
they took 1n defaming i Innocent 
Perſons, and ſpreading falle | 
Reports of ſome, perhaps in 
Revenge, becauſe they could 
not engage them to comply 
with their 11] Deſigns :. The 
delight they had in making peo- 
ple quarrel]; their unjuſt uſage 
of their Creditors, and putting 
them oft by any deceitful Pro- 
nuſe they could invent, that 
might deliver them from pre- 
ſent Importunity. So that mn 
deteſtation of theſe Courſes he 
would often break forth into 
ſuch hard Expreſſions concern- 
ing himſclt as would be inde- 
cent for another to repcart. 
Such had been his Principles 
and Practices in a Courſe of 
many years, which had almoſt 
quite 
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quire extinguiſh't the natural 
Propenſfities in him to Juſtice 
and Vertue : He would often 
go into the Country, and be 
for ſome months wholly im- 
ployed in Study, or the Sallies 
of his Wit; which he came 


. to direct chiefly to Satyr. And 


this he often x Sas co me ; 
by ſaying there were ſome peo- 
ple that could nor be kept in 
Ocder or admontſhed but in 
this way. I rephed, That it 
m1ght be granted that a grave 
way of Satyr was ſometimes 
no 1mprofitable way of Re- 
proof. Yet they who uſed it 
only out of ſpite, and mixed 
Lyes with Truth, ſparing no- 
thing that might adorn thezr 
Poems, or Sratific their Re- 
venge, could not excuſe that 


way of Reproach, by which 
the 
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the Innocent often ſuficr : ſince 
the moſt malicious things, it 
wittily exprefled, nught ſtick 
to and blemiſh the beſt men 1n 
the World, and the malice of 
4 Libcl could hardly confiſt 
with the Charity of an Admo- 
nition. To this he anſwered, 
A man could not write with 
life, unleſs he were heated by 
Revenge: For to make a Satyr 
without Refſentmcnts, upon the 
cold Notions of Philoſophy, was 
as if a man would in cold blood, 
cut mens throats, who had nc- 
ver offended him: And he ſaud, 
The Lyecs in theſe Libcls came 
often in as Ornaments that 
could not be fparcd without 
ſroihing - the beauty of the 

Poem. 
For his other Studics, they 
were divided between the Co- 
nical 


| 
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mical and witty Writings of 
the Ancients and Moderns, the 
Roman Authors, and Books of 
Phyſick : which the 11] {tate of 
health he was fallen into, made 
more ncceflary to himſelt : and 
which qualif'd him tor an odd 
adventure, which I ſhall but 
juſt mention. Being underan 
unlucky Accident, which ob- 
Iiged im to kcep out of the 
way ; He diſguiſed humſclf, fo 
that his nearc{t Friends could 
not have known him, and ſetup 
in 7ower-ſtreet tor an Italian 
Mountebank, wherc he practiſed 
Phyſick for ſome Weeks not 
without ſucceſs. In his later 
ycars, he rcad Books of Hiſtory 
more. He took pleaſure to dil- 
gutſc himſclt, as a Porter, or as 
a Beggar ; ſomctimcsto follow 

{ſome 
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ſome mean Amours, which, for 
the variety of them, he affected: 
At other times, meerly for d1- 
verſion, he would go about in 
odd ſhapes, in which he acted 
his part ſo naturally, that even 
thoſe who were on the ſecret, 
and ſaw him 1n theſe ſhapes, 
could perceive nothing by 
which he nught be diſcove- 
red. 

I have now made the: De- 
ſcription of his former Life, 
and Principles, as fully as I 
thought neceflary, to anſwer 
my End in Writing : And yet 
with thoſe reſerves, that I hope 
I have given no juſt cauſe of 
offence to any. I have ſaid 
nothing but what I had from 
his own mouth, and have 
avoided the mentioning of the 


more particular Paſſages of his 


life, 


-—_— M_ A gre nn — —— _— SA pP Y oY —m— — H——_—_— 


and Death of John E. of Rocheſter. 


life, of which hetold menota 
few : But fince others were 
concerned in them, whoſe 
good only I deſign, I will lay 
nothing that may either pro- 
voke or blemiſh them. Ir 1s 
their Reformation, and not 


their Diſgrace, I defire : This - 


tender conſideration of others 
has made me ſuppreſs many 
remarkable and uſeful things, 
he told me : But finding that 
though I ſhould name none, 
yet I muſt at leaſt Relate ſuch 
Circumſtances, as would give 
too great Occaſion for the 
Reader to conjecture concern- 
ing the Perſons intended right 
or wrong, either of which 
were inconvenient enough, I 
have choſen to paſs them quite 
over. But I hope thoſe that 
know how much they were 

engaged 
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engaged with him in his ll 
Courſes, will be ſomewhat 
touched with this tenderneſs ] 
expreſs towards them : and be | 
thereby the rather induced to 
reflect .on their Ways, and to 
conſider, without Prejudice or 
Paſſion, what Senſe this Noble 
Lord had of their Caſc, when he 
came at laſt ſeriouſly to reflect 
upon his own. 

I now turn to thoſe Parts of 
this Narrative, wherein I my 
ſclf bore ſome ſhare, and which 
I am to deliver upon the Ob- 
ſcrvations I made, after a long 
and free Converſation with 
him for ſome Months. I was 
not long in his Company, when 
he told me, He ſhould trear 
me with more freedom than 
he had ever uſed to men of my 


Profcfhion. He would con- 
ccal 
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ccal none of his Principles from 
me, but lay his thoughts open 
without any Diſguiſe ; nor 
would hc do it to maintain 
Debate, or ſhew his Wit, bur 
plainly tell mc what ſtuck with 
him ; and proteſted to me, That 
hc was not ſo engaged to his 
old Maxims, as to rcſolvc not 
to change, but that it he could 
be convinc'd, he would chooſe 
rathcr to be of another mind ; 
He ſaid, He would impartaally 
Weigh whar I ſhould lay before 
him, and tell me freely when 
it did convince him, and when 
it did not. He expreficd this 
diſpoſition of mind to me 1n a 

manner ſo frank, that I could 
not but beheve him, and be 


much raken with his way of 


Diſcourſe: So we entred into 
4/moſt all the Parts of Natural 
and 
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and Revealed Religion, and of 
Morality. He ſeemed pleaſed, 
and ina great meaſure ſatished, 
with what I ſaid upon many of 
theſe Heads : And though our 
freeſt Converſation was when 
we were alone, yet upon ſeve- 
ral Occaſions, other perſons 


were Witneſſes to it. I under- 


ſtood from many Hands, that 
my Company was not diſtaſtful 
to him, and that the Subjects 
about which we talked moſt, 
were not unacceptable: and he 
expreſſed himſelt often, not 11] 
pleaſed with many things Ifaid 
to him, and particularly when [I 


vilited him 1n his laſt Sicknels, 


ſo that I hope 1t may not be al- | 


together un 4 to pubhſh 


the ſubſtance of thoſe marters 


about which We argucd fo 
freely, with our reaſoning upon 
them : 


| 


| 
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them: Arid perhaps what had 
ſome effects on him, may be 
not altogether incffeetual upon 
others. I followed him with 
ſuch Arguments as I ſaw were 
moſtlikely to prevail with him: 
and my not urging other Rea- 
ſons, proceeded not from any 
diſtruſt-I had of their force,but 
from 'the neceſſity of 'uſing 
choſe that. were moſt propet 
for him;-- He was then ina low 
ſtate of Health, and ſeemed to 
be ſlowly recovering of a great 


Diſeaſe © He was in the Milk - 


Diet, and'apt to fall into He&ti- 


| caE-Fits; any accident weak- 


ened hinv; fo that he thought 


| he could! not live-long : And 


when: he! went from London, 


| heſaid;;He believed he ſhould 


never ''come to - Town more. 
Yet during thus being in Town 
L7G D he 
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he was ſo well;; that: he: went 
often abroad,, and had great 
Vrvacity of Spitit.: So that he | 
was- under.no::fuch decay, as | 
cither darkened; or::weakened 
his. Underſtanding ;. Nbft | was 
he any way troubled: with the 
Spleen , or,,Vapours,: or _un> 
der the power: of Mclancholy. 
What he was:then, eompared 
to:what he had:;been;frmerly, 
I could not;{e well judge, who = 
had ſeen him put; gwieebctore. | 
Others haye. told me they: per- 
ceived nai; dificrence 51n't his 
parts. This; Imentibac mort 
particularly; that /at, may: hat | 
be thought that: Melaricholy, | 
or the watit:, of Spiritd,;madt | 
him.more:ancluaed- tor! receive 
any,Imprcfſians': fot-lijideed fl 
NEYgr C1" On mm If nch | 
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Having thus'opencd the way 
to theHceads of our Diſcourſe, 


 Thhall next mention them. The 


three”. chief things We - talked 
about, were Morality Natural 
Rellpion and: Revealed Religion, 
Chriſtianity in particular. For 
Morality, he confeſſed, He ſaw 
thic - novelty of it, both for the 
Government of the World, 
and/-4br the Preſervation of 


Health ;\'Life and -Fricnd(hip 


and was very -'much altamed 
of his: former Practices; rather 
becauſe he had - made himſelf 
a'Boaft, and had brought pain 
and-ſickneſs on his Body, and 
had ſuffered much in his Repu- 


; tation”, than from any deep 
| {enle-'of a Supreme Being, or 
' another State : Burt ſo far this 


went: with him, that he reſolved 


_— to change the Courſe of 
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his Life ; which hethought he 
ſhould cttec&t by the ſtudy of 
Philoſophy, and had not a few no. 
leſs ſolid than pleaſant Notions 
concerning the folly and mad- 
neſs of Vice: but he confeſled 
he had no remorſe for his paſt 
Actions , as Offences againſt 
God, but only as Injuries to 

himſelf and to Mankind. 
Upon this Subject I ſhewed 
him the Detects of Phzloſophy, 
for reforming the World: That 
it was a matter of Speculation, 
which but few. either had- the 
leifure, -or the | capacity. to: en- 
quirc 1nto. But: the Principle 
that mnauſt reform Mankind, 
muſt be obv1ous to every Mans 
Underſtanding, 'Ehat Philoſo- 
phyin matters of Morality, be- 
yond the great: ines of -our 
Duty, had no very certain fixed 
Rule, 
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Rule, but in the lefler Offices 
and Inſtances of our Duty 
went much by the Fancics of 
Men, and Cuſtoms of Nations : 

and conſequently could nor 
have Authority cnough to bear 
down the Propenſities of Na- 
cure, Appetite or Paſhon : For 
which I inſtanced in theſe two 
Points ; The One was, abour 
that Maxim of the Storcks, to 


extirpate all ſort of Paſſhon and 


concern for any thing. T har, 
take it by ane hand, ſecmed 
deſirable, becauſe 1t 1t could 
be accompliſh'd, 1t would make 
all the accidents of hte caf1c ; but 
I chink it cannot, becauſc Na- 
ture after all our ſtriving againſt 
it, will hill return to 1t felt: 
Yet on the other hand it diſio]- 
ved the Bonds of Nature and 
Friendſhip, and flackened In- 
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duſtry which will move 'bur 
dully, without an inward heat : 
And if it dclivercd a Man trom 
many Troubles, deprived: him 
of the chict pleaſures of Lite, 
which: riſe ftrem Friendſhip. 
The other was concerning thc 
reſtraint of pleaſure, how far 
that was to go: Upon this' hc 
told mc the rwo Maxims of his 
Mcrality then were , that hc 
ſhouid do nothing to the hurt 
of any other, or that might 
prejudice his own health: And 
he thought that- all plcaſurc, 
WREN 1t did not interfere - with 
theſe, was to beindulged as the 
gratihcation of our natural 
Appertitcs. It ſeemed unrcaſon- 
able ro imagine theſe were pur 
toaman only to be reſtrain 
Ca.0: -cuvbed coluch a narrow- 
nciz: This he applicd -to-.thc 
| free 
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free uſe of Wine and Wo- 
men. 

To this I anſwered, That if 
Appetites being Natural, was 
an Argument -,for the 1ndu]- 
ging them, then the revengc- 
ful nught as well alledge it for 
Murder. and the Covetous for 
Stcaling:; : whoſe Apperites arc 
no leſs keen on thoſe Objccts ; 
and yer it 15 acknowledg” d char 
theſe Appetites: ought to bc 
curb'd. It the diftercncec 15 
urged from the Injury that 
another Pcrſon reccives, the In- 
jury 15as great, 1 a Man's Witc 
is defied, or his Daughter cor- 
ruptcd : and 1t 1s umpottibic tor 
a man to lct his Appctitcs loote 
to Vagrant Luſts, and not to 
cranſgreſs 1n theſe particulars : 
So there was no curing the 


Diſorders, that muſt riſe from 
D 4 thcnce, 
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thence, but by regulating theſe 
Appetitcs And why ſhould we 
not as well think ra God in- 
tended our bruitiſh and ſenſual 
Appetites ſhould be governed 
by our Reaſon,as that the fierce- 
wha of Bcaſts ſhould be managed 
and tamed, by the Wiſdom, 

and for the uſe * Man? So that 
It 15 no real abſurdity to grant 
that Appctites were put into 
Men, on purpoſe to exerciſe 
their Reaſon in the Refſtraine 
and Government of them : 
which to be able to do, min1- 
ſters a higher and more laſting 
plcaſurc to a Man, than to 
g1ve them their tull ſcope and 
range. And 1t other Rules of 
Philoſophy be obſerved, ſuch as 
the avoiding thoſe Objcets that 
ſir Paſhon ; Nothing raiſcs 
higher Paſſions than Ungo- 
vern'd 
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vern'd Luſt, nothing darkens 
the Underſtanding, and depreſ- 
ſes a Mans Mind more, nor is 
any thing managed with morc 
frequent Returns of other Im- 
moralitics, ſuch as Oaths and 
Imprecations which are only 
intended to compaſs what 1s 
defired : The expence that 1s 
neceſſary to maintain theſe Ir- 
regularities. makes a Man falſc 
in his other dealings. All this 
he freely confeſſed was truc; 

upon which I urged, that if it 
was reaſonable for a Man to rc- 
gulate his Appetite in things 
which he knew were hurttul to 
him ; Was 1t not as reaſonablc 
for God to preſcribe a Regula- 


ting of thoſe Appetites, wholc 


unreſtrained Courſe did pro- 
duce ſuch nuſchicyous eftects ? 


That it could not be demie, 
but 
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but doing to others what we 
would: have others do unto us, 
was a jult Rulc:; Thoſe men 
then that - knew how cxtream 
ſcnſ{ible they themſclycs would. | 
be of the : diſhonour of their 
Famulics. in the caſe of their 
Wives ,, or. Daughters, myſt 
needs condemn thenyelves, tor 
doing that which hey could 
not bcar- from another : And 
if the peace of Mankind, andthe 
cntirc ſatisfaction of, our whole 
life, ought to , be one of the 
chicf meaſures of ;our Actions, 
then Ict all the. World judge, 
Whether a Man that confines 
his Appetite,and lives contenged 
at home, 1s not much happacr; 
than thoſe that let thar Dclircs 
runaftcr forbiddenObjects. The 
thing being granted to be bet- 


ccr 1N 1t ſelf "then the queſtion 
falls 
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falls berween the reſtraint of 
Appctite in ſome Inſtances, 
and! the freedom of a Mans 
thoughts, the ſoundneſs of his 
wha» 4 his application to Af- 
fairs, with the cafineſs of his 
wholc life. Whether the one 
15 not to be done bctorc the 
other? As tothe dithculty of 
ſucharcſ{trainc, though it 15 not 
calie to be done, when a man 
allows himſelf many liberties, in 
which 1t 1s not poſlible to ſtop; 
Yetthoſe who avoid the Occa- 
ſions that may kindle theſe 1m- 
pure Elames, and keep them- 
ſelves well employed, find the 
Victory and Dominion over 
them no ſuch impoſſible, or 
hard matter, as may ſccm at 
frit view. So that though the 
Philoſophy and Morality ot this 


Point were plain, yct there 1s 
not 
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not ſtrength enough 1n thaC 
Principle to ſubdue Nature,and 
Appetite. Upon this I urged,that 
Morality could not be a ſtrong | 
thing, unleſs a Man were dcter- | 
mined by a Law within himfelf: 
forif he only meaſurcd himſelf 
by Decency, or the Laws of the 
Land , this would teach him 
only to uſe ſuch caution 1n his 
11] Practices, that they ſhould 
not break out too viſibly ; bur 
would never carry him to an 
inward and univerſal Probity : 
Thar Vertuc was of ſo compli- 
cated a Nature, that unleſs a 
Man came entirely within 1ts 
diſcipline, he could not adhere 
ſ{tedfaſtly ro any one Precept : 
for Vices are often made ne- 
ccſlary ſupports to one another. 
That this cannot be done, c1- 


faction, 
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faction, unleſs the Mind does 
inwardly comply with, and de- 
11ght in the Dictates of Virtue. 
And that could not be effected, 
cxccpt a Mans nature were 1n- 
tcrnally regenerated,and chang- 
cd by a higher Principle : Tull 
that came about, corrupt Na- 
cure would be ſtrong, and Phi- 
lofophy but | fecble : eſpecially 
when 1t ſtrugled with ſuch Ap- 
petites or Paſſions as were much 
kindled, or deeply rooted 1n 
the Conſtitution of ones Body. 
This, he ſaid; ſoundcd:ro' him 
like Enthuſiaſm , or Canting : 
He had no nonon of 1t, and fo 
could not underſtand it: He 


comprehended- the Dictates of 


Reaſon and Philoſophy, in which 
as the Mind became much con- 
yerſant, there would ſoon ftol- 
low as he belieycd, a greatcr 
calinels 
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caſincſs in obcying its precepts : 
I told :him on the other. hand, 


that all his Speculations of Phi- 
loſophy would not ſerve him 1n 


any ſtcad;.to the-Tcforming-'of 


his? Naturc and: Late, till he:ap- 

plied : himſelt to: God: for | in- 
_—_ afliſtances.- ;It was cer- 
tain, that the Impreflions-made 
in his Reaſon: governed:\him, 
as they were lively preſented 
to hmm: But theſe. are: 1a apt 
co {lip out: of, our Memory, 
and we: ſo apt: to  turn}our 
thoughts tron: them, 'and-.at 
ſome-tumcs thei contrary Im- 
prcthons are ſo-ftrong, that: Ict 
a Man ſct up- a reaſoning in 
his Mind againft . them;;'ihe 
finds: that Celebeatcd ſaying of 
the Poct, WP 


V ideo 
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7 ſe phat: is better, and approve 


t: but follow what is worſe. 


to: _ all chat Philoſophy will 
amount | Whereas. -thoſe 
who avis "ach Occaſions ap+ 
ply themſelves to God, by car- 
nelt Prayer, feel a  difengage- 
ment from ſuch; Impreflions, 
and themfelves endued: with a 
power to; refit them 750 that 
thoſc' bonds: which: formerly 
held than, .fall :off. 

>"This h& ifaid muſt be thc 
effect of:x; heat. /in Nature -: 
It was onlyrthe ſtrong diverſion 
of. the thoughts, that gave the 


ſeeming Victory , and he did 


not doubt bur if one could turn 
IE; tO 
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to a Problem in Euclid, or to 
write a Copy of Verſes, it 
would have the ſame effect. To 
this I anſwered, That 1f ſuch 
Mcthods did only- divert the 


thoughts, there might be ſome | 
force in what he ſaid ; but if 


they not only drove: out ſuch 


Inclinations, but begat Imprel- | 


fions contrary . to: them , and 
brought Men into a new diſpo- 


fition and: habit of mind ; then | 


he muſt: confeſs there was 
fomewhat/ [more than a diver- 
ſion, in theſe changes, which 
were brought on our. Minds 


by truc Devotion. .:-I added, 


that Reaſon ant Experience 


were the :things that deterrmit- | 
ned our- pcrſwaſionst that Ex- ' 


perience without Reaſon may 
be thought the deluſion of our 
Fancy, ſo Reaſon without Ex- 
PETIENCE 
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perience had not ſo convincing 
an Operation: But thele two 
mceting together, muſt needs 
give a Man all the ſatisfaction 
he can defire. He could nor 
ſay, It was unreaſonable ro be- 
heve that the Supreme Being 
might make ſome thoughts ſtir 
m our Minds with more or leſs 
force, as 1t pleaſed ; Eſpecially 
the force of theſe Motions, be- 
ing for moſt part, according 
co the Impreſſhhon that was 
made on our Brains : which, 
that power that dire&ted the 
whole frame of Nature, could 
make grow deeper as it plcaſcd. 
It was alſo reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe God a Being of ſuch Good- 
neſs that he would give his 
Aſſiſtance to ſuch as defircd it : 
For though he might, upon 
ſome greater Occaſions, in an 
E Cxtra- 
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extraordinary manner turn 
ſome Pcoplcs minds; yet ſince 
he had cnducd Man with a 


faculty of Reaſon, 1t 1s fit that 


Men ſhould employ that, as far | 


as thcy could , and beg his | 
aſſiſtance ; which ji 90g they 
can do. All this ſeemed rea- 
ſonable, and at leaſt probable : 

Now good Men who felt upon 
cher | an Applications to 
God 1n prayer, a freedom from 
thoſe 11] Impreflions, that for- 
merly ſubdued them ; an inward 
love to Vertuec and true Good- 
neſs, and caſineſs and delight in 
all the parts of Holineſs, which 
was fed and cheriſhed in them 
by a ſcriouſneſs in Prayer, and 
did languiſh as that went off ; 
had as a rcal perception of an 
inward ſtrength in their Minds, 
that did riſc and fall with truc 
Devotion, 


| 
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Devotion, as they perceived the 
ſtrength of their Bodies in- 
creaſed or abated, according as 
they had or wanted good 
nouriſhment. 

After many Diſcourſes upon 
this Subject, he ſtill continued 
to think all was the cftect of 
Fancy ; he faid, That he under- 
ſtood nothing of 1t, but ac- 
knowledg'd that hc thought 
they were very happy whoſe 
Fancies were under the power 
of ſuch Impreſhons ; ſince they 
had ſomewhat on which their 
thoughts reſted and centred : 
But when I faw him 1n his laſt 
Sickneſs, he then told me, He 
had another ſence of what we 
had talked concerning Prayer 
and inward Afiſtances. 

This Subject led us to dif- 
courſe of God, and of the 
E 2 No- 
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Notion of Religion 1n general. 
He bcheved there was a Su- 
preme Bcing : He could not 
think the World was made by 
chance, and the regular Courſe 
of Naturc ſeemed to demon- 
ſtrate the Etcrnal Power of 1ts 
Author : This, he ſaid, he could 
never ſhake oft; but when he 
came to cxplain his Notion of 
the Deity, he ſaid, He looked 
ON it as a vaſt Power that 
Wrought every thing by the 
nceceſlity of its Nature ; and 
thought that God had none of 
thoſe Aﬀections of Love or 
Hatred , which breed pertur- 
bation 1n us, and by confc- 
quence hc could not fee that 
therc was to be either reward or 
puniſhment. He thought our 
Conceptions of God were ſo 


low, that wc had bctter not 
think 


[ 
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think: much of him : And to 
love God ſeemed to him a pre- 
ſumptuous thing, and the heat 
of fanciful Men. Therctore 
hc bcheved there ſhould be no 
othcr Religious Worſhip, but 
a gcneral Ceclcbration of that 
Being, in ſome ſhort Hymn : 
All the other parts of Worſhip 
he eſteemed the Inventions of 
Pricſts, ro make the World bc- 
heve they had a Sccrct of In- 
cenling. and Appcaling God as 
they pleaſed. In a word, he 
was ncithcr perfwaded that 
there was a ſpccial Providence 
about Humanc Afﬀars ; Nor 
that Prayers were of much ufc, 
ſince that was to look on God 
as a weak Bcing, that would bc 
overcome with Importunitics. 
And for the ſtare atrer Dearth, 
though hc thought the Soul, 
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did not diflolve at death ; yet 
he doubted much of Rewards 
or Puniſhments; the one he 
thought too high for us to 
attain, by our ſ11ght Services ; 
and the other was too extreme 
to be inflicted 'for Sin. This 
was the ſubſtance of his Specu- 
lations about God and Reli- 
210N. 

I told hm his Notion of God 
was ſo low, that the Supreme 
Being ſeemed to be nothing 
but Nature. For if that Being 
had no freedom , nor-: choice 
of 1ts own Actions, nor OPC- 
rated by Wiſdom or Goodncls, 
all choſe Reaſons which lcad: 
him” to acknowledge a | God, 
were Contrary to this Conceat ; 
for if the Orderof the Univerſc 
perſwaded hm to think therc 
wasa God, he malt at rhefame 
tm 
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time conceive him to be both 
Wiſc and Good, as well as 
powertul,ſfincc theſc all appcar'd 
cqually in the Creation : though 
his Wiſdom and Goodneſs had 
ways of cxcrting themlſclves, 
that were far beyond our No- 
tions or Mcaſurcs. It God was 
Wiſe and Good, he would na- 
turally love,and be plcaſcd with 
thoſe that reſembled him in 
theſe Perfc&tions , and diflike 
thoſethat were oppolite to him. 
Every Rational Being naturally 
loves 1t ſelf, and 1s delighted 1n 
others like 1t (clt, and 1s averſc 
from what 15notſo. Truth 1s a 
Rational Natures acting in con- 
formity to 1t ſelf in all things, 
and Goodneſs 1s an Inclination 


co promote the Happineſs of 


other Beings : So Truth and 
E 4 Goodncls 
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Goodneſs were the Eflential 
Perfections of cvery reaſona- 
ble Being, and certainly moſt 
eminently in the Deity ; nor | 
does his Mercy or Love raiſc 
Paſhon or Perturbation m Him ; 

for we fcel that to be a weak- 
neſs in our ſelves, which indeed 
only flows from our want of 
power, or $skill to do what we 
wiſh or dcfire: It 1salſo rcaſon- 
able to belicye God would aſlift | 
the Endcavour of the Good, 
with ſome Helps ſuitable to 
their Nature. And that it could 
not be imagined, that thoſe 
who imitated him, ſhould not 
be ſpecially favourcd by him : 

and therefore fince this did not 
appcar 1n this ſtate, it was molt 
rcaſonable co think it ſhould be 
in another, whcre the Rewards 


ſhall 
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ſhall be an admiſſion to a more 
perfect ſtate of Conformity to 
God, with the Felicity that fol- 
lows it; and the Pumiſhments 
ſhould be a total excluſion from 
him, wath- all the horrour and 
darkneſs that muſt follow that. 
Theſe ſcemed to be the natural 
Reſults of ſuch fevcral Courſes 
of Life, as well as the Effects of 
Divine Juſtice, Rewarding or 
Puniſhing. For fince he be- 
lieved the Soul had a diſtinct 
ſubſiſtence, - ſeparated from the 
Body , upon its diflolution 
there was no reafon to think it 
paſled into a ſtate of utter Ob- 
lIivion, of what it had bcen in 
formerly : Bur that as the rc- 
Gedhions on the good or cvil it 
had done, muſt raiſe joy or 
horrour 1n 1t ; ſo thoſe good 
or 11] diſpoſitions accompany- 
Ng 
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ing the departed Souls, they 
muſt either riſe up to a higher 
Perfection, or ſink to a morc 
depraved and nuſerable ſtate. 
In this life variety of Aﬀairs and 
Objects do much cool and di- 
yert our Minds ; and arc on 
the one hand often great temp- 
tations to the good, and give 
the bad ſome eaſe in their 
trouble; but in a ſtate wherem 
the Soul ſhall be ſeparated from 
ſenſible things, and employed 


in a more quick and ſublime | 


way of Operation, this muſt 
very much cxalt the Joys and 


Improvements of . the good, | 


and as much heighten the hor- 


rour and rage of ithe- wicked. | 
So that it ſeemed a yam thing | 


to pretend to behevea Supreme 
Being, that is Wiſe and Good 
as well as Grcat, and not to 
think 


Fn, hand wh 


think a diſcrimination will be 
made berween the Good and 
Bad, which, it 1s manifcſt,1s nor 
tully done in this lite. 

As for the: Government of 
the World, if we beheve the 
Supreme Power made 1t, there 


1s no reaſon tothink he docs not 


gOVern 1t : For all that we can 
tancy againſt it,is the diftradtion 
which that Infinite Vaniety of 
Second Cauſes, -and the care of 
their Concernmcnts, muſt g1ye 
to the firſt, 1t 3 inſpects them 
all. Bur as among Men, thoſe of 
weaker 'Capacitics are wholly 
taken up with ſome one thing, 
whercas thoſe of more cnlarged 
POWCrs Can,without diſtraction, 
have many things within their 
carc, as the Eyc can at one VIeW 
receive a great variety of Ob- 
jccts, in that narrow Compaſs, 
without 
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without confuſion : So it we | 


conceive the Divine Under- 
ſtanding to be as far above ours, 
as his Power of creating and 


framing the whole Univerſe, 1s. 
above our limited activity ; we | 


will no more think the Govern- 
ment of the World a diſtracti- 
on to him; and if we have 
Once overcome this prejudice, 
we ſhall be ready to acknow- 


ledge a Providence dirccting | 
all Af/airs; a Care well be-. 


coming the Great Creator. 
As tor Worſhipping Him, 1t 
we 1maginc our Worſhip 1s a 


thing that adds to His Happi- 


neſs, or gives Him ſuch a tond 
Pleaſure as weak People have 
to hear themſelves commended; 


or that our repeated Addreſles | 


do overcome Him through 
our mcer Importunitty, wc 
hayc 
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have certainly very unworthy 


| thoughts of him. The rrue 


cnds of Worſhip come within 
another Conſideration ; which 
1s this, A Man 1s never cnurely 
Reformed, till a new Principle 
governs his thoughts: Nothing 
makes that Principle ſo ſtrong, 
as deep and frequent Mcditat1- 
ons of God; whoſe Naturc 
though 1t be far above our 
Comprehenſion, yet his Good- 
neſs and Wiſdom are ſuch Per- 
tections as fall within our Ima- 
g1nation : And he that thinks ot- 
ten of God,and conſiders him as 
governing the World, and as 
cycr obſerving all his Actions, 
will feel a very ſenſible cftcct 
of ſuch Meditations, as thcy 
grow more lively and frequent 
with him; ſo the end of Re- 
I1g10us Worſhip cither Publick 

or 


G1 
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or private, 1s to make the Ap- 


prchenſions of God , haye a | 
deeper root and a ſtronger 1in- | 


fluence on us. The frequent 


returns of theſe arc neccflary : | 


Leſt if we allow of too long 


intervals between them, theſe | 


Impreſlions may grow fecbler, 


and other Suggcltions may | 
come in their room: And the | 


returns of Praycr are not to be 
conlidered as Favours cxtorted 


by meer Importunity, but as | 
Rewards conferred. on Men ſo 


well diſpoſed, and prepared for 


them: according to the Pro- 


maſes that God has made, for 


anſwering our Prayers: there- 


by to engage and nouriſh a de- 


vout temper 1n us, which 1s 


the chiet root of all truc Hol- 
neſs and Vertue. 


It 
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Ic 1s true, we cannot have 
ſuitable Notions of the Di- 
vine Eflence ; as indeed we 
have no jult [Jea of any Eilcence 
whatſoever : Since We Com- 
monly conſider all things, ci- 
ther by their outward Figure, 
or by their Effects ; and trom 
thence make Inferences what 
their Nature myſt be. 50 
though we. cannot frame any 
perfect Image in our Minds 
of the Divinity, yet mc may, 
from the Diſcoveries God has 
made of Himſelf, from ſuch 
Conceptions of Him, as may 
poficſs our Minds with great 
Reverence for Him, and bc- 
gct in us ſuch a love of thoſe 
PerteEtions as tro engage us to 
umitate them. For when we 
ſay we love God, the mcaning 


1s, we love that Being that 1s 
Holy, 
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Holy, Juſt, Good, Wiſc, and 
infinitely Perfect ; and loving 
theſe Attributes 1n that Object, 
will certainly carry us to defire 
them in our ſelves. For what 
ever we love in another, we 
naturally , according to the 
degree of our love, endeayour 
to reſemble it. In ſum, the 
Loving and Worſthipping God, 
though they are juſt and rca- 
ſonable returns and expreſſions 
of the ſenſe we have of his 
Goodneſs to us; yet they are 
exacted of us not only as a 
Tribute to God, but as a mean 
to beget in usa Conformity to 
his Nature, which 1s the chick 
cnd of pure and undefhled Re- 
11210n. 

It ſome Men, have at ſeveral 
times, found out Inventions to 


corrupt this, and cheat the 
World 
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World: It 1s nothing but what 
occurs 1n cvery ſort of Em- 
ployment, to which Men bc- 
take themſelves, Mowuntebanks 
corrupt Phylick; Petty-Fopgers 


have entangled the m: atters of 


Property , and all Profchons 
have been vitiated by the Kna- 


verics of a number of thcar 


Calling. 

With all theſe Diſcourſes he 
was not equally fatishcd : He 
ſcemed convinced that the Im- 
prcſſhons of God being much 
in Mens minds, would be a 
powerful means to reform the 
World ; and did not ſeem de- 
termined againſt Providence : 
But for the next ſtate , he 
thought it more likely that the 
Soul began anew, and that her 
ſenſe of what ſhe had done 1n 
this Body, Iying 1n the figures 

F 
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that arc made in the Brain, as 
ſoon as ſhe diſlodged, all theſe 
periſhed, and that the Soul 
wcnt into ſome other State to 
begin a new Courſe. Bur I ſaid 
on this Hcad, T hat this was at 
beſt a conjecture, raiſed in him 
by his fancy ; for he could 
g1VEC no reaſon to prove 1t true : 
Nor was all the remembrancc 
our Souls had of paſt things 
ſcatcd in ſome material figures 
lodged in the Brain : Though 
it could not bc denied but a 
grcat dcal of it lay in the Brain. 
That we have many abſtracted 
Nowuons and [ded's of immatc- 
rial things which depend not 
on bodily Figures: Some Sins, 
ſuch as Falſhood, and 11] Na- 
ture were {catcd in the Mind, as 
Luſt and Appetite were 1n the 
Body; and as the whole Body 

| was 
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was the Receptacle of the Soul, 
and the Eycs and Ears were the 
Organs of Sceing and Hearing, 
ſo was the Brain the Scat of 
Memory : Yet the power and 
faculty of Mcmory.,as wcll as of 
Seeing and Hearigg, lay in the 
Mind ; and fo it was no uncon- 
ccivable thing that cither the 
Soul by its own ſtrength, or by 
the means of ſome ſubtiler 
Organs, which might be fitted 
for 1t 1n another ſtate, ſhould 
| ſhllremember as well as think. | 
| Burt indecd we know fo little of | 
. | the Nature of our Souls, that it | 
| 154 vain:thing for us to raiſe an | 
: | Hypotheſis out of the con- i; 
, | Jectures we have about 1t, or "itt: 
to reject one, becauſe of ſome In. 
difhicultics chat OCCUr tO Us; Wh . 
> | Hſince1t 1s ashard to underſtand | 

| how weremember things now, 
F-2 as 
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as how we ſhall do it in ano- 
ther ſtate; only we arc ſure we 
do it now, and fo we ſhall be 
then, when we do 1t. 

When I prefled him with the 
ſecret Joys that a good Man 
felt, particularly as he drew 
ncar Death, and the Horrours 
of 11] Men cſpccially at that 
timc ; hc was willing to aſcribe 
It to the Impreſſions they had 
from their Education : But he 
often confeſfled, that whether 
the buſineſs of Religion was 
truc or not, he thought thoſe 
who had the perſwaſions of it, 
and lived fo that they had qui- 
ct in their Conſcicences, and 
believed God governed the 
World, and acquicſced in his 
Providence, and had the hope 
of an endleſs blefledneſs in a- 
nothecr itate, the happieſt Men 

In 
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in the World : And ſaid, He 
would give all that hc was 
Maſter of, to be under thoſe 
Perſwations, and to haye the 
Supports and Joys that muſt 
nceds flow trom them. I told 
him the main Root of all Cor- 
ruptionsin Mens Principles was 
their 11] life ; which,as it darken- 
cd their Minds, and diſabled 
them from diſcerning better 
things; ſo 1t made 1t neccflary 
for them to ſeek out ſuch Op1- 
nions as might gi1ye them caſc 
from thoſe Clamours , that 
would otherwiſe have bcecn 
raiſed within them : He did not 
deny but that after the doing 
of ſome things he felt great and 
ſcyverc Challenges within him- 
ſelf : But he ſaid, He felt nor 
theſe atter ſome others which I 


would perhaps call far grcatcr 
£0 SIS, 
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Sins, than thoſe that affected 
him more ſenfibly : This I ſaid, 

might flow from the Diforders 
he had caſt himſelf into, which 
had corrupted his iudgment, 
and vitated hus taſte of things ; 

and by his long continuance 1n, 
and frequent repeating of ſome 
Immoralities, he had made 
them fo familiar to him, that 
they were become as 1t were 
natural: And then mn was no 
wondcr if he had not fo cxact 
a ſcnſc of what was Good or 
Evil; as a fevcriſh Man can- 

not iudge of Taſtes. 

He did acknowledge the 
whole Syſtcme of Rehigion, ft 
bcheved, was a greater founda- 
tion of quict than any other 
thing whatſocver ; for all the 
quict he had in his Mmd, was, 
that he could not think ſo- good 

a Being 
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a Being as the Deity would 
make him miſerable. I asked if 
when by the 1ll courſe of his life 
he had brought ſo many Diſea- 
ſes on his Body, he could blame 
God for it ; or expect that he 
ſhould deliver him from them 
by a Miracle. He confeſled 
there was no reaſon for thar. 
I then urged, that it Sin ſhould 
caſt the Mind by a natural Et- 
fect, into cndicſs Horrours and 
Agonics, which being ſeated in 
a Being not ſubject to Death, 
muſt laſt for ever, unleſs ſome 
Miraculous Power interpoſed, 
could he accuſe God for that 
which was the cttcct of his own 
choice and ill lie. 

He ſaid, They were happy 
that believed ; for 1t was not in 
cvcry Man's DOWCr. 

Andupon this we diſcourſcd 
F 4 long 
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long about Revealed Religion. 
He ſaid, He did not underitand 
that buſincſs of Inſpiration ; he 
bclicved the Pen-men of the 
Scriptures had hcats and ho- 
ncity, and ſo writ ; but could 
not comprchend how God 
ſhould reveal his Secrets to man- 
kind. Why was not Man madc 
a Creature more diſpoſed for 
Religion, and better Illumina- 
tcd? He could not apprehend 
how there ſhould be any cor- 
ruption 1n the Nature of Man, 
or a Lapſc derived from Adam. 
God's communicating his Mind 
to once Man, was the putting 1t 


in hs. power to cheat the 
World: For Prophefics and Mi- 


raclcs, the World had been al- 
ways tull of ſtrange Stories; for 


the boldncſs and cunning of 


Contrivers mecting with the 
Simplicity 
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Simplicity and Credulity of the 
People, things were calily rc- 
ceived; and being once recei- 
yed, patled down without con- 
tradiction. The Incoherences 
of Stile in the Scriptures, the 
odd Tranſitions, the ſeeming 
Contradictions, chicfly about 
the Order of time, the Crueltics 
cnjoyned the Iſraelites in de- 
ſtroying the Canaanites, Cir- 
cumcition , and many other 
Rites of the Fewiſh Worſhip ; 
ſcemed to him inſutable to the 
Divine Nature : And the firtt 
three Chaprers of Gerneſts, hc 
' thought could not betruc, un- 
leſs they were Parables. This 
was the ſubſtance of what he 
Excepted*to Revealed Religion 
in general, and to the 01d T7 eſta- 
ment 1n particular. 


I an- 
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I anfwecr'd toall this, that be- 
lieving a thing upon the teſt1- 
mony of another, 1n other mat- 
ters where there was no reaſon 
co ſuſpect the teſtimony, chictly 

where 1t was confirmed by 
other Circumſtances, was not 
only a reaſonable thing, bur it 
was the hinge on which all the 
Government and Juſtice in the 
World depended : Since all 
Courts of Juſtice proceed upon 
the Evidence. given by Wat- 
nefics; for the uſe of — Prov 
is but a thing more lately 
brought into the World. So 
then 1f the credibility of the 
thing, the innocence and d1{1n- 
rereſtedneſs of the Witnefles, the 
number of them, and the pub- 
Iickeſt Confirmations that could 
poſtibly be given, do concur to 
perſwade us of any matter of 


Fact, | 
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Fact, it 1s a vain thing to fay, 
becauſe it 15 poſhible for ſo ma- 
ny Men to agree ina Lyc, that 
therefore theſc have done it. In 
all other things a Man gives his 
aſſent when the credibility 1s 
{trong on the one fide, and there 
appears nothing on the other 
fide to balance it. So ſuch 
numbers agrecing in their Teſt;- 
mony to theſe Miracles ; for 
inſtance of our Saviour's calling 
Lazarus out of the Grave the 
fourth day after hc was buned, 

and his own riſing again after 
he was certainly dead ; : If chere 
had been never fo many Im- 
poſtures in the World, no Man 
can with any reaſonable colour 
pretend this was. one. We find 
both by the Jewiſh and Roman 
Wericrs that hvcd 1m that t1me, 
that our Saviour was Crucihed : 


and 
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and that all his -Diſciples and 


Followers bcheved certainly 
that he roſe again. They be- 
lieved this upon the Teſtimony 
of the Apoſtles, and of many 
hundreds who ſaw it, and dicd 
confirming 1t: They went about 
to perſwade the World of it, 
with great Zcal, though they 


knew they were to get nothing. 


by it, but Reproachand Suffcr- 
ings : and by many wonders 
which they wrought they con- 
firmed their Teſtimony. Now 
to avoid all this, by ſaying it 1s 


poſſible this nught be a Con- ' 


crivance, and to g1Ve no Pre- 
ſumption to make it ſo much as 
probable, that 1t was ſo, 1s in 
plain Engliſh to ſay, We are re- 
ſolved let the Evidence be what 
it will, We will not believe it. 


Heſaid, If a Man fays he can- 
not | 
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not bclicyc, what help 1s there ? 
for hc was not maſter of his 
own Bclict, and belicving was 
at higheſt but a probable Op1- 


mon. To thisI anſwered, T har 
if a Man wall let a wanton con- 


ccit poſſeſs his fancy againſt 
theſe things, and never conlider 
the Evidence for Religion on 
the other hand, but rcjcct it 
upon a ſlight view of it, he 
ought not to ſay he cannot, but 
he will not beheve: and while 
a Man lives an1ll cout(c of lite, 
he 1s not fitly qualifhed to cxa- 
mine the matter aright. Let 
him grow calm and vertuous, 
and upon due application Ccxa- 
mine things fairly, and then let 
him pronounce according to 
his Conſcience, if to take it at 1ts 
loweſt, the Reaſons on the onc 


hand are not much ſtronger 
| than 
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than they are onthe other. For 
I found he was ſo pofleſſed with 
the general concen, that a mix- 
ture of Knaves and Fools had 
made all extraordinary things 
be eaſily behieved,thar it carried 
him away to determine the 
matter , without ſo much as 
looking on the Hiſtorical Evi- 
dence for the truth of Chriſti- 
anity, which he had nor cn- 
quired into, but had bent all 
his Wit and Study to the ſup- 


port of the other fide. As for 
that, that believing 1s at beſt bur | 


an Opinion ; 1it the Evidence be 
but probable, it 1s ſo; bur 1t it 
be ſuch that 1t cannot be 
queſtioned, 1t grows as Ccrtain 
as knowledge: For we arc no 
leſs certain that there 1s a great 
Town called Conſtantinople, the 
Seat of the Ottoman Empire, 


than | 
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than that there 1s another called 
London. We as little doubt that 
Queen E/izabeth once Reigned, 
as that King Charles now 
Reigns in England. So that 
believing may be as certain, 
and as little ſubject to doubr- 
ing as ſccing or knowing. 
There are two ſorts of bc- 
heving Divine matters ; the 
ONC 15 Wrought In us by our 
comparing all the evidences of 
matcer of Fact, for the confir- 
mation of Revealed Religion ; 
with the Propheſics . in che 
Scripture 3 where things wWerc 
nfinaty predicted , ſomc 
Ages before their completion ; 
not in dark and doubtful wor ds, 
uttered hke Oracles, which 
mught bend to any Event: But 
in plain terms, as the foretc]ling 


that Cyrus by name ſhould _ 
thc 
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the Jews back from the Capti- 
vity, after the fixed period of 
ſeventy years: The Hiſtory of 
the Syrian and Egyptian Kings 
ſo punctually foretold by Da- 
niet, and the Predi&tion of the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, with 
many Circumſtances relating to 


' 1t, made by our Saviour; Joyn- 


ing theſe to the excellent Rule 
and Deſign of the Scripture 1n 
matters of Morality, 1t 1s at leaſt 
as reaſonable to-bcheve this as 
any thing elſe in the World. 
Yet ſuch a believing as this, 15 
only a general perſwaſion 1n 
the Mind, which has not that 
cftect, till a Man applying him- 
{clt to the Directions ſet down 
in the Scriptures ( which upon 
ſuch Evidence cannot be denicd, 
to be as reaſonable, as for a Man 
to tollow the Preſcriptions of a 
learned 
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learned Phyſician, and when 
the Rules arc both good and 
calic, to ſubmit to them for the 
recovering of his health) and by 
following thcſc, ftinds a power 
cntring within him, that frees 
him from the ſlavery of hzjs 
Appetitcs and Paſlions, that &x- 
alts his Mind above the acci- 
dents of Lite, and ſpreads an 
inward purity - 11 his Heart; 
from \which a ference and calm 
Joy ariſes within him : And 
good Men by thecthcacy theſe 
Methods have upon them, and 
from the returns of their Pray- 
crs, and other endeavours, grow 
allured. that theſe things” arc 
true, and anſwerable ro the 
Promiſes they find regitftred in 
Scripture. All this, he ſaid, 
might be fancy : Bur to this I 
anſwered, That as it were un- 


G reaſonable 
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rcaſonable to tell a Man that 1s 
abroad, and knows he 1s awake, 
that perhaps he 1s 11 4 dream, 
and 1in his Bed, and only thinks 
hc 1s abroad, or that as-ſome 
g0 about 1n their fIcep, ſo he 
may be aflecp {till : So 'good 
and rchigious. | Men : know, 
though others: may bc abufed 
by their fancies;that they arcun- 
derno ſuch deccption;; and fand 
they: arc ncither hot nor Enthu- 
fraſtical, but under the. power 
of calm and-:tlear : Principles. 
All this he ſaxd he; did not un- 
derſtand, and that it was to afſ- 
{ert or beg the thing 1n Queſti- 
on, which he could not com- 
prehend. 

As for the poſtibility of Re- 
velation, 1t wasa vain thing to 
deny it: For as God gives us 
the ſenſe of ſeeing —_— 

Ob- 


and Death of John E, of Rockeſtcr. 


Obzects by our Eyes, and open- 
ed 1n ſome a capacity of an- 
prehending high and ſublimc 
things, of which other Men 
ſeemed utterly incapable : So it 
was a weak afſertion that God 
canhot awaken a powcr 1n 
ſome Mens Minds, to appre- 
hend and know ſome things, 
in ſuch a manner that others 
are not capable of it. Thus 1s 
not half ſo incredible to us as 
{1ghr 15 roa blind Man, who yet 
may be convinced there is a 
ſtrange power of ſecing that 
governs Men, of which hc hnds 
himſelf deprived. As for thc 
capacity put into ſuch Mens 
hands to deceive the World,we 
arc at the ſame time to cont1- 


der, that be{ides the Probity of 


their- Tempers, 1t cannot be 


thought but God can fo forci- 
G 2 bly 
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bly bind up a Man in ſome 
things that 1t ſhould not be in 
his power to deliver them 
otherwiſe than as he gives him 
in Commuſſion : Beſides the 
Confirmation of Miracles arc a 
Divine Credential to warrant 
ſuch perſons in what they dehiver 
to the World ; which cannot be 
imagined can Þþc joyned to a 
Lye, fince this were to put the 
Omnipotencec of God, to atteſt 
that which no honeſt Man will 
do. For the bulineſs of the 
Fall of Man, and other things 
of which we cannot perhaps 
give our ſclves a perfect ac- 
count, we who cannot fa- 
thom the Secrets of the Coun- 
cel of God, do very unreaſon- 
ably to take on us to reject an 
excellent Syſtem of good and 
holy Rules, becauſe we cannot 

ſatisfic 
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ſatishc our ſclves about ſome 
difhcultics in them. Common 
Experience tells us, There 1s a 
great diſordcr in our Natures, 
which 15 not cafily rectified : All 
Philoſophers were ſcnf1ble of it, 
and cycry Man that dcfigns to 
govern himſclt by Reaſon, ftcels 
the ſtruggle between 1t and Na- 
curc : So that 1t1s plain, there 1s 


a Lapſe of the high powers of 


the Soul. 

But why, ſaid hc, could not 
this be rectified, by ſome plain 
Rules given ; bur Men muſt 
come and ſhew a trick to per- 
ſwade the World they ſpeak to 
them in the Name of God: I 
anſwered, That Religion bcing 
a dclign to recover and fave 
Mankind, was to be ſo opened 
as to awaken and work upon 
all ſorts of People ; and gene- 

(z 3 rally 
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rally Men of a ſimplicity of 
Mind,werc thoſe that were the 
fitecſt Ob; c&ts for God to ſhew 
his "a to: Thereforc ut was 
neceſſary that Mcflengers ſent 
trom Heaven ſhould appear 
with ſuch allarming Evidences, 
as might awaken the World, 
and prepare them by ſome aſto- 
niſhing $1gns, to liſten to the 
Doctrine they were to dcehycr. 
Philcſophy, that was only a mat- 
cr of fine Speculation, had few 
Votarics: And as there was 
no Authority 1n 1t to bind the 


World to bclicvc its Dictares, 


fo they were only received by 
fomc of nobler and rchned 
Natures, who could apply 
themſelves to, and dchght mn 
{ſuch Notions. Bur truc Rch- 
210N Was to be built on a Foun- 
dation, that ſhould carry morc 
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wcight on 1t, and to have ſuch 
Conyictions, as nught not only 
reach thoſe who werc already 
diſpoſed to receive them, bur 
rouſc up ſuch as without great 
and ſcnſible cxcitation would 
have otherwiſc {Icpt on 1n their 
11] Courſes. 

Upon this and ſome ſuch 
Occaſions, I told him, I ſaw 
the il] uſe he made of his War, 
by which hc flurrcd the graveſt 
things with a {hight daſh of his 
Fancy ; and the plcaſure hc 
found in ſuch wanton Expreſl1- 
ons, as calling the doingof Mi- 
racles, 7 he ſhewing of a trick, d1d 
rcally keep him trom cxamimning 
them, with that carc which ſuch 
things required. 

For the Old Teſtament, wc 


are fo remote from that time, 


we haye ſo little knowledge 
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of the Language in which it 
was writ, have fo impertcct an 
account of the Hiſtory of thoſe 
Ages, know nothing of their 
Cuſtoms, Forms of Speech, 
and the ſcveral Periods they 
might have, by which thcy 
reckoned their time, that 1t 15s 
rather a wonder we ſhould un- 
deritand ſo much of 1t, than 
that many paſſages 1n 1t ſhould 
be ſo dark to us. The chict uſe 
it has to us Chriſtians, 1s, that 
from Writings which the 7ews 
acknowledge to be divinely 1n- 
ſpired, 1t 1s manifeſt the Mefſras 
was promiſed bctore the De- 
ſtruction of their Temple ; 
which being done long ago : 
And theſe Prophetics agreeing 
to our SavV1our,and to no other ; 
herc is a great Confirmation 
given to the Goſpel. But 
though 
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though many things in theſe 
Books could not be underſtood 
by us, who live above 3000 
Years after the chief of them 
were written, 1t 1s no ſuch cx- 
craordinary matter. 

For thar of the Deſtruction 
of the Canaanites by the Tſrae- 
Lites; It 1s to be conſidered, 
that if God had ſcnt a Plague 
among them all , that —_ 
not have bcen found fault with. 
It then God had a Right to take 
away their Lives, without In- 
juſtice or Cruelty, he had a 
Right to appoint others to do 1t, 
as wcll to execute 1t by a more 
immcdiate way : And the taking 
away Pcople by the Sword, 1s a 
much gentler way of dying, 
than ro be ſmitten with a 
Plague or a Famine. And for 
the Children that were Inno- 
Cent 
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ccnt of their Fathers faults, God 
could in another ſtate make 
that up to them. So all the 
difficulty 1s, Why were the Iſra- 
elites commanded to cxccute a 
thing of ſuch Barbarity ? Bur 
this will not ſcem ſo hard, it 
we conſider that this was to be 
no Preccdent for future times ; 
ſince they did not doit but up- 
on ſpccial Warrant and Com- | 
miſlion from Heaycn,cvidenc*d 
to all the World by ſuch nugh- 
ty Miracles as did plainly ſhew, | 
That they were particularly de- | 
ſign'd by God to be the Exccu- 
tioncrs of his Juſtice. And God 
by imploying them an ſo ſeyerc 
a Scrvicc, intended to pollcts 
chem with great horrour of 
Idolatry, which was puniſhed 
in ſo extreme a mannecx. 


For | 
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For the Rites of their Reli- 
910N, WC can 11] judge of them, 
except we pertectly under- 
{tood the Idolatrics round a- 
bout them; to which we find 
they were much inclined : So 
they were to be bent by other 
Rites to an cxtreme aycrion 
trom them : And yet by the 
pomp of many of their Cerc- 
monies and Sacrifices, great In- 
dulgences were given to a Peo- 
ple naturally fond of a vilible 
ſplendor in Religious Worſhip. 
In all which, 1t we cannot de- 
ſcend to ſuch ſatisfactory An- 
ſwers in cvcry particular, as a 
curious Man would dctire, it 1s 
no wonder. Thelong interval 
of time, and other accidents, 
have worn out thoſc things 
which were ncccflary to give us 
a clearer hight into the meaning 
Of 
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of them. And for the ſtory 
of the Creation, how far ſome 
things in 1t may be Parabolical, 
and how far Hiſtorical , has 
been much diſpurcd ; there is 
nothing in 1t that may not be 
hiſtorically true. For 1t 1t be 
acknowledged that Spirits can 
form Voiccs 1in the Air, for 
which we have as good Autho- 
rity as for any thing in Hiſtory, 
then 1t 15 no wonder that Eve, 
being ſo lately created, might 
be deccived, and think a Serpent 
ſpake to her, when the Evil Spi- 
rit framed the Voicc. 

But 1n all theſe things I told 
him hc was in the wrong way, 
when he examined the buft- 
neſs of Religion, by ſome 
dark parts of Scripturc : Therc- 


tore I dcefired him to conſider 


the whole Contexture of thc 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Religion, the Rules 1t 
g1ves, and the Mcthods it pre- 
ſcribes. Nothing can conduce 
more to the peace, order and 
happineſs of the World, than 
to be governed by 1ts Rules. 
Nothing 1s more for the Intc- 
reſts of eyery man 1n particular : 
The Rules of Sobricty, Tempe- 
rance and Moderation, were 
the beſt Preſervers of Litc, and 
which was perhaps more, of 
Health. Humility, contempr 
of the Vanitics of the World, 
and the being well employed, 
raiſcs a Man's Mind to a frec- 
dom from the Follics and 
Temptations that haunted the 
grcateſt part. Nothing was 
ſo Generous and Great, as to 
ſupply the Neceſſities of the 
Poor, and to forgive Injurics : 


Nothing raiſed and maintained 


2a Man's 
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a Man's Reputation fo much, as 
to be exactly juſt, and mercyful , 
kind, charitable and compaſ- 
ſfionate : Nothing opencd the 
powersof a Man's Soul ſo much 
as a calm Temper, a ſercnc 
Mind, free of Paſſion and Dil- 
order: Nothing made Socicries, 
Famhes, and Neighbourhoods 
ſo happy, as when theſe Rules 
which - the Goſpel- preſcnbes, 
took placc, Of doing as we would 
have others do to ns, and loving 
our Neighbours as our ſelves. 
The Chriſtian Worſhip was 
alſo plain and f1mple; ſuitable 
to ſo pure a Doctrine. The 
Ceremonies of it were tew and 
{12nificant, as the adnuffion to 
it by a waſhing with Water, and 
the Memoraal of our Saviour's 
Death in Bread and Wine; The 
Mortives in it to perſwade to 
this 
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this Purny, were ftrong : That 
God ſees us, and will judge us 
for all our Actions: That we 
ſhall be for ever happy or muſc- 
rablc,as we paſs our Lives here: 
The Example of our Saviour's 
Late, and the great expreſiions 
of his Love in Dymsg for us, 
are mighty Engagements to 
Obey and Imitate:him. The 
__ way of Expreſſion uſed 

y-our Say10ur and his —_ 
ſhews there was no; Artifice, 
where there was ſo much Sim- 
plicity uſed : There were no 
Secrets kept only among the 
Prieſts, but every thing was 
open to all Chriftians : The 
Rewards. of Holincſs arc not 
entirely put over to ano- 
ther  {tace, but good Men arc 
(pecially bleſt with Peace mn 
their Conſciences, great Joy - 
the 
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the Confidence they have of 
the Love of God, and of ſee- 
ing Him for ever: And often a 
Foo Courſe of Bleſlings fol- 
lows them intheir whole lives : 
But if at other times Calamuties 
fell on them, theſe were ſo 
much mitigated by the Pati- 
ence they were taught, and the 
inward Afliſtances, with which 
they were furniſhed, - that even 
thoſe Crofles were converted 
to Bleſſings. 

I Icfived he would lay all 
theſe things together, and ſee | 
What he could except to them, 
to make him think this was a 
Contrivance, Intereſt appears 
in all Humane Contrivances : 
Our Saviour plainly had none; 
He avoided Applauſe , with- 
drew himſelf Goa the Offers 
of a Crown: He ſubmuttcd to 
Poverty 
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Poverty and Reproach , and 
much Contrad:&tion 1n his Lite, 
and to a molt Ignomunous and 
painful Death. His Apoſtles had 
none neither, they did not pre- 
tend cither to Power or Wealth: 
bur delivered a Doctrine that 
muſt needs condemn them, if 
they ever made ſuch uſe of it : 
They declared their Commuſſi- 
on fully without rcſcrves til] 0- 
ther times: They Recorded their 
own Weakneſs: Some of them 
wrought with their own hands; 

and when they received the 

Charitics of their Converts, it 
was not ſo much to ſupply 
their own Neccſlities, as to 
diſtribute to others : They knew 
they were to ſufter much for 
g1VIng their Tcſtimoruics, to 
what thcy had ſeen and heard : 
In which ſo many 1n a thing ſo 
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vidible, as Chriſt's Reſurrection 
and Aſcenſion, and the Eftuſion 
of the Holy Ghoſt which He 
had promiſed, could not be 
deccived : And they gave ſuch 
publick Confirmations of it, by 
the Wonders they themſclves 
wrought, that great multitudes 
werc converted to a Doctrine, 
which, beſides the oppoſition 
It gave to Luſt and Paſhon, was 
born down and perſccutcd for 
300 Ycars; and yct 1ts force was 
ſuch, that it not only weathered 
out all thoſe Storms, but even 
grew and ſpread vaſtly under 
them. Pliny about threcſcorc 
ycars after, found their Num- 
bers great and their Lives inno- 
cent: And cven Lucian amidit 
all his Raillery, gives a high 
Tc\timory to their Charity 
and Contempt of Litc,-and the: 
other 
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other Vertucs of the Chriſtians ; 
which is likewiſe more than 
once done by Malice it ſelf, 7#- 
{ian the Apoitate. 

If a Man will lay all this in 
one Balancc, and compare with 
It the few Exceptions brought 
to 1t, he will ſoon find how 
ſtrong the one, and how 111ght 
the othcr are. Therctorc 1t was 
an impropcr way, to begin at 
ſome Cavils abour ſome Paſha 
gcs 1n the New 7eſlament, or the 
Old, and from thence to pre- 
poſleſs one's Mind againſt the 
whole. The right mcthod had 
becn firſt to conſider the whole 
matter, and from ſo gcneral a 
view to deſcend to more part1- 
cular Enquirics: whereas they 
ſuftercd their Minds to be forc- 
ſtalled with Prejudices ; fo that 
they never ecxamimed the marter 
IMPAItiai1y. F900 
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To the greateſt part of this 
he ſeemed to aflent, only he 
cxccptcd to the belict of Myite- 
ries 1n the Chriſtian Religion ; 
which he thought no Man 
could do, ſince 1t 15 not ina 
Man's power to believe that 
which hc cannot comprehend : 
and of which he can have no 
Notion. The believing Myiſte- 
ries, he ſaid, made way for all 
the Juglings of Pricits, tor they 
gctting the People under them 
in that Point, ſect out to-them 
what they plcaſcd; and giving 
It a hard Name, and calling it 
a Myſtery, the Pcople were 
camed, and cafily believed 1t. 
The reſtraining a Man from the 
uſe oft Women, except one 1n 
the way of Marriage, and de- 
nying the remedy of Divorce, 
hc thought unreaſonable Impo- 
ſ1tions 
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kind: And the buſineſs of the 
Clergy, and their Maintenance, 
with the belief of ſome Au- 
thority and Power convcycd 
in their Orders, look'd, as he 
thought, like a piece of con- 
trivance : And why, ſaid he, 
muſt a Man tell me, I cannot 
be ſaved, unleſs I beheve things 
againſt my Reaſon, and then 
that I muſt pay him for telling 
me of them * Theſe were all 
the Exceptions which at any 
time I heard from him to Chri- 
ſtianity, To which I madc 
theſe Anſwers. 

For Myſteries, it is plain there 
1s$1n every thing ſomewhat that 
1s unaccountable. How Ani- 
mals or Mcn are formed 1n 
their Mothers Bcllics, how Seeds 


grow 1n the Earth, how the 
H 3 Soul 
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Soul dwells in the Body, and 
acts and moves it; How we rc- 
tain the Figures of ſo many 
words ar things 1n our Memo- 
ries, and how we draw them 
out fo cafily and orderly in our 
Thoughts or Diſcourſcs? How 
Sight and Hearing were ſo 
quick and diſtinet, how we 
move, and how Bodics were 
compounded and umtcd? Theſc 
things if we follow them into 
all the Difficulties, that we may 
raiſc about them, will appear 
every whit as unaccountable as 
any Myſtery of Religion: And a 
blind or deaf Man would judge 
Sight or Hearing as incrediþlc, 
as any Myſtery may be judged 
by us: For our Reaſon 1s not 
equal to. them. In the ſame 
rank, difterent degrecs of Age 
or Capacity raiſe ſome far 

above 
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above others : So that Children 
cannot fathome the Learning, 
nor weak Perſons the Counſels 
of more illuminated Minds : 
Theretore 1t was no wonder it 
wecould not underſtand the Dt 
vince Eflence : We cannot 1ma- 
g1ine how two ſuch different 
Natures as a Soul and a Body 
ſhould fo unne together, and 
be mutually afte&ted with one 
anothers Concerns; and how 
the Soul has one Principle of 
Reaſon, by which it acts Intel- 
lcEtually, and another of Latc 
by which it joyns to the Body 
and acts Vaitally ; two Princ1- 
ples ſo widely diftering both 1n 
their Nature and Operation, 
and yet united 1n one and the 
famc Perſon. There might 
be as many hard Arguments 
brought againſt the poſſibility 
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of theſe things, which yet cyery 
one knows to be true, from 
Speculative Notions, as againſt 
the Myſteries mentioned 1n the 
Scriptures. As that of the 7r1- 
nity, That 1n one Eflence there 
arc three difterent Principles 
of Opcration, which, tor want 
of terms fit to expreſs them by, 
we call Perſons, and arc callcd 
in Scripture The Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt; and that the 
Sccond of thele did unite Him- 
{clt in a moſt intimate manner 


with the Humane Nature of 


Telus Chriſt : And that the Sut- 
tcrings he underwent, were ac- 
ceptcd of God as a Sacrifice for 
our S1ns; Who thereupon con- 
ferred on Him a Power of 
granting Eternal Litc to all that 
ſubmur to the Terms on which 
He oficrs it : And that the 
matter 
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matter of which our Bodics 
once conſiſted, which may be 
as juſtly called the Bodics we 
laid down at our Deaths, as 
theſe can be ſaid ro be the Bo- 
dics which we formerly lived 
in, being refined and made more 
ſpiritual , ſhall be reunited to 
our Souls, and become a fit In- 
{trament for them in a more 
perfect Eſtate : And that God 
inwardly bends and moves our 
Wills, by ſuch Impreſhons, as 
he can make on our Bodics and 
Minds. 

Theſe, which arc the chick 
Myſteries of our Religion, are 
neither ſo unreaſonable, that 
any other Objection hes againſt 
them, bur this, that they agree 
not with our common Noti- 
ons, nor ſo unaccountable that 
fomewhat hike them , cannot 
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be afligned in other things, 
whicharc believed really tobe, 
though the manner of them 
cannot be apprehended : So 
this ought not to be any juſt 
Objection to the ſubmiſhon of 
our Reaſon to what we cannot 
fo well conceive, provided our 
bchef of it be well grounded. 
There have been too many 
Niceties brought indeed , ra- 
ther to darken than explain 
theſe : They havebecn detend- 
ed by weak Arguments, and 
luſtrated by Sim1hes not al- 
ways ſo vcry apt and pertinent. 
And new ſubtilties have been 
addcd, which have rather per- 
plexcd than cleared them. All 
this cannot be demied ; the 
Oppoſition of Hereticks anci- 
ently , occaſioned too much 


Curioſity among the Fathers: 
Which 


Which the School-men , have 
wonderfully advanced of late 
times. But 1f Myſteries were 
received, rather in the fimpli- 
city in which they arc delivercd 
in the Scriptures, than accord- 
ing to the diſcantings of fan- 
ciful Men upon -them , they 
would not appcar much morc 
incredible, than ſome of the 
common Objects of ſenſe and 
perception. Andat 15a ncedicls 
fcar that if ome Myſterics arc 
acknowledged, which arc plain- 
ly mentioned in the New T7eſta- 
ment, 1t will then be in the 
power of the Pricſts to add 
more at their pleaſure. For it 1s 
an abſurd Inference from our 
being bound to aflent to ſome 
truths abour ce Divine Eflence, 
of which the manner 1s nor 
underſtood, to argue that there- 
forc 
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fore 1n an Object preſented 
duly to our Senſcs, ſuch as 
Bread and Wine, we ſhould be 
bound to beheve againſt their 
Teſtimony, that 1t 1s not what 
our Senſes percerved 1t to be, 
but the whole Fleſh and Blood 


of Chriſt ; an cntirc Body being 


in every Crumb and Drop of 


it. It 15 not indeed in a Man's 
power to bcheve thus againſt 
his Senſe and Reaſon, where 
the Object 1s proportioned to 
them, and fitly applied, and the 
Organs are under no indiſpol1- 
ctlon or diſorder. It 1s certain 
that no Myſtery 1s to be admut- 
ted, but upon very clear and 
expreſs Authorities trom Scrip- 
ture, which could not rcaſon- 
ably be underſtood in any 
other ſenſe. And though a 
Man cannot from an explicite 
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Notion of a Myitcry, tor then 
it would be no longer a Myite- 
ry; yet 1n gencral he may be- 
licve a thing to be, though he 
cannor give himſclt a particu- 
lar account of the way oft it; 
or rather , though he cannot 
anſwer ſome Objections which 
lic againſt it. We know wc 
bcheve many ſuch in humanc 
mattcrs, which arc morc within 
our reach ; and it 15 VCry un- 
rcaſonable to ſay, we may not 
do 1tin Divine things, which are 
much morc abovyc our Apprc- 
hent1ons. 

For the ſevere Reſtraint of 
the uſe of Women, 1t 1s hard 
to deny that Priviledge to Jc{us 
Chriſt as a Law-givcr, to lay 
ſuch Reſtraints, as all intcriour 
Legiſlators do ; who when they 
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jects take, prove hurtful to 
them, ſet ſuch Limits, and 
make ſuch Regulations, as they 
judge neccflary and expedient. 
It cannot be ſaid but the Re- 
ſtraint of Appetite 1s neceſſary in 
ſome Inſtances: and if 1t 15 ne- 
ccflary in theſe, perhaps other 
Reſtraints are no leſs neceflary, 
to fortific and ſecure them. For 
if 1t beacknowledged that Men 
have a property 1n their Wivycs 
and Daughters, ſo that to defile 
the one, or corrupt the other, 
Sanun juſt and injurious thing; 
[t 1s ccrtain, that except a Man 
carctully governs his Appctitcs, 
he will break through thelſc 
Reſtraints: And theretorc our 
Saviour knowing that nothing 
could ſo cfectually deliver che 
World from the nuſchict of 
unreſtrained Appetite, as ſuch 
a Con- 
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a Confinement, nught very 
reaſonably cnjoyn it. And in 
all ſuch Caſes we are ro ba- 
lance the Inconvenicnces on 
both hands; and where we 
hind they arc heavieſt, we arc 


to acknowledge the Equity of 


the Law. On the one hand 
there 1s no prejudice, but the 
reſtraint of Appetite ; On the 
other, arc thc miſchicts of be- 
Ing g1ven up to Plcafure, of 
running 1nordinately into 1t, 
of breaking the quict of our 


own Famuly at home, and of 


others abroad ; the ingaging 
into much Patiion , the doing 
many falſe and 1mpious things 
to compals what 1s defired, the 
waſte of Mens Eitares, Time, 
and Health. Now Ict any Man 
judge, Whether the prejudices 
on this {ide, arc not greatcr, 
than 
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than that ſingle one of the 0- 
ther ſide, of being demed ſome 
plcaſure ? For Polygamy,it i 1s but 
reaſonable ſince Women arc 
equally concern'd 1n the Laws 
of Marriage, that they ſhould 
be conſidered as well as Men: 

Bur in a ſtate of Polygamy they 
arc under great miſery and 
jcalouſic, and are indeed bar- 
baroutly uſcd. Man being 
allo of a ſociable Nature, 
Friendſhip and Converſe were 
among the Prinutrve Intend- 
ments of Marriage, in which as 
tar as the Man may cxccl the 
Wite in greatneſs of Mind, and 
height oft Knowledge, the Wite 
fſomeway makes char up with 
her Aﬀection and render Care: 

So that trom both happily 
mixcd, there ariſes a Harmony, 
which 1s to vertuous Minds 
ONC 
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one of the greatelt joys of lite : 

Bur all this 1s gone 1n a ſtate of 
Polygamy, w hich occaſions PCr- 
perual Jarrings and Jcalou- 
{1cs. And the Variety docs bur 
cngage Men to a treer Range 
of Pleaſure, which 1s not to be 
put 1n the Balance with the far 
greater Miſchicts that muſt 
tollow the other courſe. So 
that 1t 15 plain, Our Saviour 
coniidered the Nature of Man, 
what 1t could bear, and what 
was ft for it, when he (ſo re- 
ſtrained us 1n theſe our Liber- 
ucs. And tor Divorce, a power 
tro break that Bond would too 
much encourage married Per- 
ſons in the little quarrelhings 
that may riſe berween them, 1t- 
It Were 1n their power to depart 
one from another. For when 


they know that cannor be, and 
I 


that . 
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that they muſt live and die to- 
gcthcr, it docs naturally incline 
them to lay down thcir Reſent- 
ments, and to endeavour' to 
live as well together as they 
can. . 50 the Law of the Go- 
ſpe] being a Law of Love, dc- 
{11gncd to engage Chriſtians to 
mutual love; it was fit that 
all ſuch Provitions ſhould be 
made, as might advance and 
maintain 1t : and all ſuch Liber- 
ucs betaken away, as arc apt to 
cnkindle or tomcnt ſtrife. This 
might fall in ſome inſtances to 
be. uncalic and hard cnough, 
but Laws conſider what falls out 
moſt commonly, and cannot 
provide tor all particular Caſes. 
The bcſt Laws arc in ſome In- 
ſtances very great grievances. 
Bur the Advantages being ba- 
lanccd with the Inconvemiences, 


Mca- 
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Mcafures are to bc taken ac- 
cordingly. Upon this wholc 
matter I ſaid, That Plcaſurc 
ſtood in oppo cion to other 
Conliderations of great weight, 
and ſo the decilion was ca- 
fie. Andfince our Saviour ot- 
fers us ſo great Rewards, it 
1s but rcaſonable he have a Pri- 
vitedge of loading theſe Pr 
miſes with ſuch Conditions, as 
arc not 1n themſelves grate- 
ful to our natural Inclina- 
tions: For all that propoſe 
high Rewards, have thereby a 
right to cxact difhculr per- 
formances. 

To this he ſaid, We are ſure 
the terms are difhcult, bur are 
not fo ſurc of the Rewards. Up- 
on this I told him, T hart we have 
the ſame aſſurance of the Re- 
wards , that we haye of the 
I 2 othcr 


1-1 6 


Some Jaſlages of the Life 


other parts of Chriſlian Reli- 


gion. We have the Promuſes 


of God made. to us by Chriſt, 
confirmed by many Maracles: 
We have the Earncits of theſe, 
in the quict and peace which 
follows a good Conſcience ; 
and in the Reſurrection of 
Him from the dead, who hath 
rronuſed to raiſe us up. So 
that the Reward 1s ſufhcicnt- 
ly aſſurcd to us: And there 1s 
no reaſon 1t ſhould be given to 
us, before the Conditions arc 
pcrformed, on which the Pro- 
miſes arc madc. It 1s but rea- 
fonable that we ſhould truſt 
God, and do our Duty , In 
hopes of that eternal Life, which 
Gol who cannot Lye, hath promi- 
fed. The Dithcultes are not 
{o grcat, as thoic which ſomc- 
timcs the commoneſt concerns 


of 
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of Lifc bring upon us : The 
learning ſomc Tradcs or Sc1- 
ences, the governing our 
Health and Affairs, bring us 
often under as great ſtraights. 
So that it ought to bc no juſt 
prejudice, that there arc ſomc 
things in Rehgion that arc un- 
calic, {incc this 15 rathcr thc 
cfte&t of our corrupt Natures, 
which are farthcr deprav*'d by 
vicious habits, and can hardly 
turn to any new courſe of htc, 
without ſome pain, than of the 
Dictatcs of Chriſtianity, which 
are In themſclves juſt and rea- 
ſonable, and will be cafic to us 
when renew*d, and in a gocd 
mcaſure rc{tor*'d to our Prim- 
tive Integrity. 

As for the Exceptions hc 
had to the Maintenance of the 
Clergy, and the Authority to 
I 3 which 
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which thcy pretended ; 1 they 
{tretched their Deſigns toO 34 
the Cofpecl did plainly reprove 
them for 1t: So that it was very 
ſuitable to that Church, which 
was ſo grofly taulty this way, 
to take the Scriptures out of the 
hands of the People, ſince they 
do ſo manifcitly diſclaim all 
ſuch practices. The Pricits of 
the true Chriſtian Religion have 
10 ſccrets among them, which 
the World muſt not know, bur 
arc only an Order of Men dc- 
dicated to God, to attend on 
Sacrcd things, who ought to bc 
holy in a more pecuhar man- 
ner, ſince they are to handlc 
the things of God. It was nc- 
ccfary that ſuch Perſons ſhould 
have a due Eſteem paid them. 
and a fit Maintenance appoint- 
ed for them , that ſo they 
m1i2ht 
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might be. preſerved from the 
Contempt that follows Pover- 
ty, and the Diſtractions which 
che providing againſt 1t might 
otherways involve them 1n : 

And as in thc Order of thc 
World , it was neceſſary for 
the ſupport of Magiſtracy and 
Government, and. for preſcr- 
ving 1ts c{tecm, that ſome {tarc 
be uſed (though it 1s a happi- 
neſs when Great Mcn have 
Philoſophical Minds, to dcſpiſc 
the Pageantry of it. ) So the 
plentiful ſupply of the Clergy, 
if well uſed and apphed by 
them, will certainly turn to the 


Advantage of Rchgion. Andit 


ſome Men either through Am- 
bition or Coverouſneſs uſed 1n- 
dire&t Means, or ſcrvile Com- 
plianccs to aſpire to ſuch Dig- 


nities, and being pollcfied of 
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them, apphed their Wealth c1- 
ther to Luxury or vain Pomp, 
or made great Fortunes out of 
It for their Famulies ; theſe were 
perſonal failings in which the 
Doctrine of Chriſt was not 
concerncd. 

He upon that told me plain- 
ly, There was nothing that gave 
him, and many others, a morc 
ſecrer CNCOUragement in their 
11] ways,than that thoſe who prc- 
. tended ro believe, hved fo Yee 
thcy could not be thought to 
bc in carncit, when they ſaid 1t : 
For he was ſurc Religion was 
cither a mcer Contrivance, or 
the moſt important thing that 
could be : So that if he once 
bclicved, he would ſet himſelf 
In grcat carneſt to live ſuitably 
co 1t. The aſpirings. that hc 

had obſeryed ar Court, of ſome 
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of the Clergy, with the ſervile 
ways thcy took to attain to 
Preferment, and the Animoſi- 
ties among thoſe of ſeveral 
Parties, about trifles, made him 
often think they ſuſpected the 
things were not truce, which in 
therr Sermons and Diſcourſes 
they ſo carneſtly recommend- 
cd. Of this he had gathered 
many Inſtances ; I knew fſomc 
of them were Miſtakes and 
Calummes ; yet I could not 
deny but ſomething of them 
might be too truce: And I pub- 

11h this the more treely, to put 

all that pretend ro Religion, 
chiefly thoſe that arc dedicated 
to ' holy Functions, 1a mind 
of the great Obligation that 
hes on them to live fuitably to 
their Profeſſion : Since other- 
wife a great decal of the Irrch- 
g10N 
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g10nand Atheiſm that 1s among 
us, may. too juſtly be charged 
on them: for wicked Men arc 
dclighted out of mcaſurc when 
ow diſcover 1ll things in them, 
and conclude from thence not 
only that they are Hypocrites, 
but that Religion wc (elf 1s a 
cheat. 

But I ſaid to him. upon this 
Head, That though no good 
Man could continue. 1n thc 
practice of any known fin, yct 
ſuch might, by the violencc Or 
ſurpriſe of a Temptation, to 
which they arc hable as much 
as others, be of a ſudden over- 
come to do an 1ll thing, to their 
great gricf all their life after, 
And then it was a very injult 
Inference, upon - ſome  tew 


failings, to conclude thar ſuch 
Men do not bcheve themlclves. | 
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But how bad ſocver many arc, 
it cannot be demied but there 
arc alſo many both of the 
Clergy and Laity , who give 
great and rcal Demonſtrations 
of the power Reli1g1ton has over 
them ; in their Contempt of 
the World,the itrictncſs of their 
Liycs, their readineſs to forgive 
Injurics, to : rchcye the Poor, 
and to do good' on all Occafi- 
ons: And yet cven theſe may 
have their tailings, either 1n ſuch 
things wherein their Conſtitu- 
tons are weak,or their Temprta- 
nons ſtrong and ſuddain: And 
1m all ſuch 'caſcs we arc to 
judge of Men, rather: by the 
courſe of their Lives, :than by 
the Errors, - that they through 
infrmty or ſurprize may have 
{}1pr into. 
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Theſe were the chict Heads 


we diſcourſed on; and as far as 
T can remember, I have faith- 
fully repeated the ſubſtance of 
our Arguments: I have not 
concealed the ſtrongeſt things 
he ſaid to me, but though | 
have not enlarged on all the 
Excurſions of his Wit 1n ſet- 
ting them off, yet I have given 
them their tull ſtrength, as he 
expreſſed them; and as far as I 
could recollcct, have uſed his 
own words: So that I am atraid 
ſome may cenſure me for ſet- 
ting down theſe things ſo 
largely , which Impious Men 
may make an 1l] uſe of, and 
gather together to encourage 
and defend themſelves in their 
Vices : But it they will com- 
parc them with the Anſwers 
made to them, and the. Senſc 
that 
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that ſo great and refined a Wir 
had of them afterwards, I hope 
they may through the bleſſin Ing 
of God be not altogether inct- 
(cctual. 

The iſſue of all our Diſ- 
courſc was this; he told me, He 
ſlaw vice and Impiety WCTrc as 
contrary to humane Socicty, as 
wild Beaſts let looſe would be; 
and thereforc he firmly reſolved 
to change the whole method of 
his Life z to become ſtrictly juſt 
and true , to be Chaſte and 
L Fperare, to forbear Swcar- 
ng and irrch;gious Diſcourſe, 
to worſhip and pray to his Ma- 
ker : And that though he was 
not arrived at a full perſwaſion 
of Chriſtianity, he would never 
employ his Wit more to run 
it down, or to corrupt others. 


Ot 
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Of which I have ſince a fur- 


ther aſſurance, froma Perſon of 
Quality, who converſed much 
with him, the laſt year of his 
life; to whom he would often 
fay, That he was happy, it hc 
did believe, and that he would 
never endeavour to draw him 
from 1t. 

To all this I anſwered, That 
a Vertuous Lite would be very 
uncalie to him, unlcſs Vicious 
Inclinattons were removet : 
would otherwifc be a perpctual 
conſtraint. Nor could 1t bc 
cftected without an inward 
Principle to change him; and 
that was only to be had by ap- 
plying himſelf ro God for i 
in frequent and carneſt Pray- 
ers: And Iwas furcit his Mind 
were once cleared of theſc Dil- 
orclers, and cured of thoſe 


Diſtem- | 
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Diſtempers,which Vice brought 
on it,ſo great an Underſtanding 
would ſoon ſee through all 
thoſe ſhghts of Wit,that do feed 
Atheiſm and Irrchgion ; which 
have a falſe glittering in them, 
that dazles ſome weak-1{1ghrted 
Minds, who have nor capacity 


cnough to penctrate further 


than the Surfaces of things : 
and ſo they ſtick in theſe Toyls, 
which the ſtrength of his Mind 
would ſoon break thorough, it 
It were once freed trom thoſe 
things that depreſled and dark- 
ened 1t. 

At this paſs he was when he 
went from London, about the 
beginning of April : He had 
not been long in the Country 
when he thought he was ſo 
well, that being to go to his 
Eſtate 1n Somerſetſhire he rode 
thither 


Some Paſſages of the Life  - 
thither Poſt. This heat and 
violent motion did ſo inflame 
an Ulcer, that was in his Blad- 
der, that it raiſed a very great 
pain 1n thoſe parts; Yet he 
with much difficulty came 
back by Coach to the Lodge 
at Woodſlock-Park. He was then 
wounded both in Body and 
Mind: He underſtood Phylick 
and his own Conſtitution and 
Diſtemper ſo well, thathe con- 
cluded he could hardly reco- 
vcr: For the Ulcer broke and 
vaſt quantities of purulent mat- 
ter paſt with his Urine. But 
now the Hand of God touched 
him, and as he told me, It was 
not only. a general dark Mc- 
lancholy over his Mind, ſuch 
as he had formcrly felt; bur a 
molt penetrating cutting SOr- 
row. So that though in his 


Body 
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Body he ſuftcred extreme pain; 
for wi Weeks, yet the Ago- 
nies of his Mind ſometimes 
ſwallow*d up the ſenſe of what 
he felr in his Body. He told 
me, and gavc 1t me 1n charge, 
to tell it co one for whom 
he was much concern'd, that 
though there were nothing to 
come after this life, yet all the 
Pleaſures he had ever known 1n 
Sin,were not worth that torture 
he had felt in his Mind : He con- 
ſidered he had not only neglect- 
cd and diſhonourcd, bat had o- 
penly defied his Maker, and 
had drawn many others into 
the like Impictics : So that he 
looked on himſclt as one that 
was in great danger of bcing 
damn'd. He then ſcr himſelt 
wholly to turn to God unteign- 
cdly, and to do all that was 
K poſiible 
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poſſible in that litcle remainder 
of his life which was bcfore 
him , to redeem thoſe great 
portions of it, that he had for- 
merly ſo ill employed. The 
Miniſter that attended con- 
ſtantly on him, was that good 
and worthy Man Mr. Parſons, 
his Mothers Chaplain, who hath 
ſince his death preached, ac- 
cording to the Directions he 
received from him, his Funeral 
Sermon; 1n which there arc fo 
many remarkable Paflages, that 
I ſhall refer my Reader to them, 
and will repeat none of them 
here, that I may not thereby 
leflen his defire to edifie himſelf 
by that excellent Diſcourſe, 
which has given ſo great and 
ſo gcncral a ſatisfaftin to all 
good and judictons Readers. I 
thall ſpcak curforily of cvcry 


thing, 
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thing, but that which I had 
immediately trom humſelf : He 
was viſited every Week of his 
ickneſs by his Dioceſan , that 
cruly Prinutive Prelate,the Lord 
Biſhop of Oxford ; who though 
he lived fix mules from him, yet 
looked on this as ſo important 
a piece of his Paſtoral Care, 
that he went often to him; and 
treated him with that decent 
plainneſs and freedom which 1s 
ſo natural to him ; and took 
care alſo that he might not on 
terms more caſie than fate, bc 
at peace with himſclt. Dr.Mar- 


ſhal the Learned and Worthy 


Reflor of Lincoln-Collcdge in 
Oxford, being the Miniſter of 
the Pariſh, was alſo frequently 
with him; and- by theſe helps 
he was ſo dirccted and ſupport- 
cd, that he might not on the 
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one hand ſatisfic himſelt with 
too ſuperficial a Repentance, 
nor on the other hand be out 
of meaſure opprefied with a 
Sorrow without hope. As ſoon 
as I heard he was 11], but yet in 
ſuch a condition that I might 
write to him, I wrote a Letter 
to the beſt purpoſe I could. 
He ordcred one that was then 
with him, to aflure me 1t was 
very welcome to him : but not 
ſatished with that, he ſcnt me 
an Anſwer, which, as the Coun- 
teſs of Rocheſter his Mother told 
me, he dictated every word, 
and then ſigned 1t. I was once 
unwilling to have publiſh'd it, 
becauſe of a Complement 1n 1t 
to my ſclf, far aboyc my merit, 
and not very well ſfuiting with 
his Condition. \ 


\ 
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But the ſenſe he expreſles 
In 1t of the Change then 
wrought on him, hath upon 
ſecond thoughts prevaild with 
me to publiſh it, leaving out 
what concerns my felt. 


_— 
— © . * —” — —_ 4 _— A —— 


Woodſtock- Park, 
Fune 25. 1680, Oxfordſhire. 


My moſt Honaur'd Dr. Burnett, 


T Spirits and Body de- 
cay ſo equally togetber, 
that I ſhall write You a Let- 
ter as weak as I am in Perſon. 
[ begin to value Churchb-men 


\ above all Men in the World, 


&. If God be yet pleaſed 
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to ſpare me longer 'in this 
World, I hope .in your Con- 
wverſation to be exalted to that 
degree of | Piety, that the 
World may: ſee how much 
I abhor what I ſo long lo- 
ved, and how much I plory 
in Repentance, and in God's 
Service. Beſtow your Pray- 
ers wipon me, that God would 
ſpare me (if it be his good 
Will ) to ſhew a true Repen- 
tance. and\ Amendment. of+ life 
for the time to:come : Or elſe 
if the Lord pleaſeth to put an 
end to my worldly being now, 
that He would mercifully ac- 
cept of my \Death-Bed' Re- 
pentance , and. perform that 
;\ i . Fromiſe 


and Death of John E; of Rocheſter. |, 25 


Promiſe that He bath been 
pleaſed to make, That at what 
time ſoever a Sinner doth 
Repent, He would receive 
him. Put up theſe Prayers, 
moſt dear Dofor, to Almighty 
God for your moſt Obedient 
and Languiſhing Servant. 


Rocheſter. 
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He told me when I ſaw him, 
That he hoped I would come to 
him upon that general Inſinua- 
tion of the delire he had of my 
Company ; and- he was Joth | 
ro write more plainly ; not 
knowing whether I could caſi- 
ly ſpare ſo much time. I told 
him, That on the other hand, ' 
I looked On 1itas a preſumption 
to come ſo far, when he was 1n | 
ſuch exccllent hands ; and tho' 
perhaps the freedom formerly 
between us, might have excuſed 
ir with thoſe to whom 1t was 
known; yct 1t might have the 
appearance of ſo much Vanity, | 
to ſuch as were ſtrangers to it; 
ſo that till I recerved his Letter, 
I did notthink it convenient to 
come to him : And then not 
hearing that there was any 
danger of a ſudden change, I 
delayed 
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delayed going to him till the 
Twentieth of Faly. Art my 
coming to his Houſe an acc1- 
dent fell out not worth men- 
tioning , but that ſome have 
made a ſtory of it. His Ser- 
vant,being a French-man,carried 
up my Name wrong, 1o that he 
miſtook 1t for another, who 
had ſent to him, that he would 
undertake his Cure, and he be- 
ing reſolved not to meddle with 
him, did not care to ſee him : 
This miſtake laſted ſome hours, 
with which I was the better con- 
tented, becauſe he was not then 
in ſuch a condition, that my 
being about him could have 
been of any uſe to him; for that 
Night was like to have been his 
laſt. He had a C onvul fion-Fit, 
and raved; but Opriates being 
given him, after ſome hours 


rclt, 
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reſt, Tus raving left him fo en 
tirely, _ 1t nevcr again rc” 
turned to him. 

I - cannot eaſily expreſs the 
Tranſport he was in, when he 
awoke and ſaw me by him: He 
brake out in theitendereſt Ex- 
prcſſons concerning my kind- 
neſs 1n:coming fo far to ſee ſuch 
a' One, uſing terms of great 
abhotrencc concerning himſelf, 
which /I-forbear to relate. He 
told! me, as his ſtrength ſerved 
him at.ſeveral ſnatches, for he 
was then ſo low, that he _ 
not hold. up diſcourſe long 
once,-what ſenſe he had of if his 
paſt be; what' ſad apprehen- 
fon:for-having ſo offended his 
Maker;,, and  diſhonourcd his 
Redectner : What Horrours he 


K 


had 'gone. through, and how 


much his Mind was turned 6 
call | 
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| call on God, and on his cruci- 
| fied Saviour : So that he hoped 


he ſhould obtain Mercy, for 
he believed he had ſincerely re- 
pented ; and had now a calm 
1m his Mind after that ſtorm 
that he had been in for ſome 
Weeks. He had ' ſtrong Ap- 
prehenſ1ons and Perſwaſions of 
his admittance to Heaven ; of 
which he ſpake once not with- 
out ſome extraordinary: Emoti- 
on. It was indecd ' the only 
time that 'he ſpake-with any 
great warmth to me : For his 
Spirits were: then low , and ſo 
far - ſpent , that though thoſe 
about him told me, He had ex- 
preſſed formerly great fervor 
1n his Devorions;- yet Nature 
was ſo much ſunk, thar rheſc 
were in a great meaſure fallen 
off. - But he made -me pray 
WO often 
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often with him; and ſpoke of 
his Converſion to God as a 
thing now grown up 1n him to 
a ſertled and calm ſerenity. He 
was Very anxious to know my 
Opinion of a Death-Bed Re- 
<—anFp I told him, That 

cfore I gave any Reſolution in 


- 


- that, it would be convenient 


that I ſhould be. acquainted 
more particularly: with the Cir- 
cumſtances and Progreſs of his 
Repentance, | 
.. Upon-this he ſatisfied me in 
many particulars. © He ſaid, He 
was. now perſwaded both of 
the truth of Chriſtianity, and 
of the power of inward Grace, 
of . which he gave me this 
ſtrange - account. He faid, 
Mr. Parfons m order to his Con- 
yic&tion, read to him the 53: 
Chapter of the Prophchie © 
N Iſaiah, 
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Iſaiah, and compared that with 


the Hiſtory of our Say1our's 
Paſhon, that he might there ſee 
a Prophefie concerning it, writ- 
ten many Ages before 1t was 
done; which the Jews that 
blaſphemed Jeſus Chriſt ſtill 
kept in their hands, as a Book 
divinely inſpired. He faid to 
me, That as he heard it read, he 


felt an inward force upon him, 


which did ſo enlighten his Mind, 
and convince him, that he could 
reſift it no longer : For the words 
had an authority which did ſhoot 
like Rays or Beams in his Mind; 
ſo that he was not only convinced 
by the Reaſonings he had' about 
it, which ſatisfied his Underſtand- 
ing, but by a power which did ſo 
efteAually conſtrain him, that be 
did ever after as firmly believe in 
his Saviour, as if he had _ 

Mim 


141 


142 


Ver. 1. 


Ver. 2. 


Some. Paſſages of the Life 


him in theClouds. He had made 
it be read ſo often to him, that 
he had, got it by, heart : and 
went through a great part of it 
in diſcourſe with me,with a ſort 
of heavenly Pleaſure, giving 
me his Reflections on 1t. Some 
few I remember, Who hath be- 
Hieved our Report ? Here, he ſaid, 
was foretold the Oppoſition the 
Goſpel was to meet with from ſuch 
Wretches as he was. He hath no 
Form nor Comlineſs, and when we 
ſhall ſee Him, there is no beauty 
that we ſhould deſire him. On 
this he ſaid, The meanneſs of his 
appearance and Perſon has made 
vain and fooliſh People diſparage 
Him, becauſe he came not in ſuch 
a Fools-Coat as they delight in. 
What he faid on the other parts 
I do not well remember : and 
indeed I was ſo aftc&ed _ 
| wWanat 
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what he ſaid then to me, that 
the general tranſport I was un- 
der during the whole diſcourſe; 
made me leſs capable to re- 
member theſe Particulars, as I 
wiſh I had done. 

He told me, That he had 
thereupon received the Sacra- 
ment with great ſatisfaftion, 
and that was encreaſed by the 
pleaſure he had in his Ladies 
receiving 1t with him ; who 
had been for ſome years naifſed 
into the Commumon of the 
Church of Rome, and he him- 
ſelf had been not a little In- 
ſtrumental in procuring 1t, as 
he freely acknowledged. So 
that it was one of the joyfullecſt 
things that betcl him 1n his 
Sickneſs, that he had feen thar 
Miſchief removed, in which he 
had fo great a Hand: And 

during 
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during his whole Sickneſs, he 
cxpreſied ſo much tenderneſs 
and true kindneſs to his Lady, 
that as it caſfily defaced the 
remembrance of every thing 
wherein he had been 1n fault 
formerly, ſo it drew from her 
the moſt paſſionate care and 
concern for him that was pol- 
ſible ; which indeed deſerves a 
higher Character than 1s decent 
to give of a Pcrſon yet alive. 
But I ſhall confine my Dil- 
courſe to the Dead. 

He told me, He had over- 
come all his Reſentments to all 
the World ;' ſo that he bore 11] 
will to no Perſon, nor hated 
any upon perſonal accounts, 
He had given a true ſtate of his 
Debts, and had ordered to pay 
them all, as far as his Eſtate 
that was not ſctled, could go ' 
an 
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and was confident that if all 
that was owing to him were 
paid to his Executors, his Cre- 
dirorswould be all ſatisfied. He 
ſaid, he: found'his Mind now 
poſlefled with another ſenſe of 
things, than ever he had for- 
merly.::He did not repine under 
all his pain, and in'one ' of the 
ſharpeſt-Fits he was under while 
I was-*with® him, he ſaid, He 
did willingly ſubmit : and look: 
ing up to Heaven, ſaid, God's 

Holy will be done, 1 leſs him for 
all be does to me. Heprofteſled 
he was contented hes to dic 
or live; as: ſhould pleaſe God : 

And though it was a fooliſh 
thing tor--a Man to pretend to 
chuſe, Whether he would dic 
or live, yet: he wiſhed rather to 
dic. He knew he could never 
be ſo well, that life ſhould be 
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comfortable to him. He was 
confident he . ſhauld be happy 
if he died, but he feared it he 
lived he might Relapſe : And 
then ſaid he to me, In what a 
condition ſhall I be, if T Relapſe 
after all this ? But, he ſaid, he 
truſted in the Grace and Goodneſs 
of God, and was reſolved to avoid 
all thoſe Temptations, that Courſe 
of Life, and Company, that was 
likely to inſnare him-;'\\ignd he 
bled to live on no other ac- 
count, but that he might by the 
change of his Manners ſome way \ 
take off the high Scandal, his for- 
mer Behaviour had given. All 
theſe things at ſeyeral tunes. I 
had from him, beſides ſome 
Meſſages which very well be- 
came a dying Penitent to ſome 
of his former - Friends, and a 
Charge to publiſh any. thing 
CON- 
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concerning him, that might be 
a meant to reclaim others. Pray- 
ing God, that as his life had done 
much hurt, ſo his death might do 
ſome good. 

Having underftood all theſe 
things 'from him, and *being 
prefled togive him my Opinion 
plainly about his Eternal State ; 
I told ' him, That though the 
Promuſes'of the* Goſpel] did all 


depend' -upon'1 real change of 


Heart and Life; as the indiſpen- 


_ fable! condition upon which 


they were made; and that 1t 
was ſcarce poſſible to know ccr- 
tainly. whether our Hearts arc 
changed, unleſs it appeared in 
our lives; and the Repentance 
of moſt dying Men, being like 


the howlings of condemned 


Priſoners for Pardon , which 


flowed from no ſenſe of their 
L 2 Crimes, 
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Crimes, but from 'the horrour 
of approaching Death ; there 
was little reaſon to encourage 
any to hope much from ſuch 
Sorrowing ; yet certainly if the 
Mind of a Sinner, even on a 
Death-Bed, be truly renewed 
and turned to God, ſo great 1s 
his Mercy, that he will receiyc 
him, even in that extremuty. 
He ſaid, He was ſure his Mind 
was entirely turned, and though 
Horrour had given him his firſt 
awaking, yet that was now grown 
up into 4a ſetled Faith and Con- 

verſton. = 
There is but one prejudice 
lics againſt all this, to defeat 
the good Ends of Divine Pro- 
vidence by 1t upon others, as 
well as. on himſelf ; and'that 
1s that 1t was a part of his 
Diſcaſc, and that the lowneſs of 
| his 
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his Spirits made ſuch an altera- 
tion in him, that he was not 
what he had formerly been : 
and this ſome have carried fo 
far as toſay, That he died mad : 
Theſe Reports are raiſed by 
thoſe who are unwilling thar 
the laſt Thoughts or Words of 
a Perſon, every way lo cxtra- 
ordinary, ſhould have any ef- 
feet either on themfelves or 
others: And it 1s to be fear'd, 
that ſome may haye ſo. far 
ſeared their Conſciences, and 
exceeded the common Mea- 
ſures of Sin and Infidelity, that 
neither this Teſtimony, nor one 
coming from the Dead, would 
fignine much towards their 
Conviction. That this Lord 
was either mad or ſtupid, 1s a 
thing ſo notoriouſly untrue, 
that 1t 1s the greatelt Impudence 
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for any ' that were about him, 
ro Report it; and a very un- 
reaſonable Credulity i 1n'others 
to bclicve it. © All che while I 
was with him, after he had 1lept 
out the diſorders of the Fit he 
was in the firſt Night, he was 
not only without Ravings, but 
had a clearnefs in his Thoughts, 
in his Memory, 1n his refle&ti- 
ons on Things and Perſons, far 
bcyond what I ever ſaw 1n a 
Perſon ſo low in his ſtrength. 
He was nct able to hold out 
long in Diſcourſe, for his Spi- 
rits failed ; but once for halt an 
hour, and often for a quarter of 
an hour, after he awakened, he 
had a Vivacity in his Diſcourſe 
that was cxtraordinary,:and 1n 
all things like himſelf. He cal- 
led often for his Children, his 
Son the now Ear] of —_— 

an 
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and his three Daughters, and 
ſpake ro them with a ſenſe and 
feeling that cannot be expreſſed 
in Writing. He called me once 
to look on chem all, and ſaid, 
See how Good ys has been to me, 
in giving me ſo many Bleſſings, 
p. I hens carried my ſelf fo 
like an ungracious and unthank- 
ful Dog. He once talked a great 
deal to me of Publick Afﬀaars, 
and of many Perſons and things, 
with the ſame clearneſs of 
thought and expreſſion, that he 
had ever done before. So that 
by no ſign, but his Weakneſs of 
Body , and giving over Dil- 
courſe ſo ſoon, could I perceive 
a difference between what his 
Parts formerly were, and what 

they were then. 
And that wherein the pre- 
fence of his Mind appearcd 
L 4 molt, 
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moſt, was 1n the total change 
of an 11] habit grown ſo much 
upon him, that 4 could hardly 

govern himſclt, when he was 
any ways heated, three Minutes 
without falling into it ; I mean 
Swearing. He had acknow- 
Iedged to me the former Win- 
ter, ,*at he abhorrcd it as a baſe 
and indecent thing, and had 
ſet himſelf much to break it 
off; but he confeſſed that he 
was ſo oycr-power'd by that 11] 
Cuſtom , that he could not 
ſpeak with any warmth, with- 
out repcated Oaths, which, up- 
on any ſort of provocation, 
came almoſt naturally from 
him : But in his Jaſt Remorſes 
this did fo ſenſibly affect him, 
that by a reſolute and conſtant 
watchtulneſs , the habit of it 


was perfectly maſter'd ; ſo thar 


upon 
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upon the returns of pain which 
were very ſevere and frequent 
upon him, the laſt day I was 
with him; or upon ſuch Diſ- 
pleaſures AS People fick or 1n 
pain are apt totake of a ſudden 
at thoſe about them : On all 
theſe Occaſions he never ſwore 
an Oath all the while I was 
there, 

Once he was offended with 
the delay of one that he 
thought made not haſte enough, 
with ſomewhat he called for, 
and ſaid in a little heat, 7 haz 
damned bellow ; Soon attcr 1 
cold him, I was glad to find his 
Style ſo reformed, and that hc 
had ſo cntirely overcome that 
il] habit of Swearing ; only that 
word of calling any damned, 
which had returned upon him, 
was not decent, His Anſwer 
was 
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was, 0h that Language of Fiend 
which was ſo familiar to me, hangs 
yet about me : Sure none has t 
ſerved more to be damned than I 
have done. And after he had 
humbly asked God Pardon for 
it, he deſired me to call the Per- 
ſon to him, that he might ask 
him forgiveneſs; butItold him 
that was needleſs, for he had ſaid 
it of one that did not hear 1t, 
and ſo could not be oftended 
by it. 

In this diſpoſition of Mind 
did he continue all the while ] 
was with him, four days toge- 
ther; he was then brought ſo 
low that all hope of Recovery 
was gone. Much purulent 
matter came from him with his 
Urine, which he paſled always 
with ſome pain ;; but one day 
with unexprefſhible torment : 
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Yethe bore ir decently, without 
breaking out into Repinngs, 
or impatient Complaints. He 
imagined he had a Stone 1n his 
Paſſage, but it being ſearched, 
none was ' found. The whole 
ſubſtance of ' his Body was 
drained by''the Ulcer, ad no- 
thing was Ictc but Skin and 
Bone ; and by lying much on 
his Back, the parts there began 
to mortifie. © Bur he had been 
formerly ſolow, that heſecmed 
as much paſt all hopes of life as 
now ; which made ral one 
Morning aftcr a full and ſweet 
Nights rceft procured by Lau- 
damm, given him without his 
knowledge, to fancy 1t was-an 
cffort of Naturc, and to begin 
tO Entertain ſomic hopcs of Re- 
covery : For he ſaid, He felt 
himſ:lf ocriecthy well, and that 
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he had nothing ailing him, butan 
extreme weakneſs; which night 
go off in time; and then heien- 
tertained me with the Scheme 
he had laid down for the reſt 
of his life, how retired, how 
ſtrict, and how ſtudious he in- 
tended to be: But this was ſoon 
over, for he quickly felt that it 
was only the efte&t of a good 
ſleep, and that he was ſtill in a 
very deſperate ſtate. 

1 thought to have left him | 
on Friday, but not without 
ſome Paſſion, he defired me: to 
{tay that day : there appeared 
no ſymptom of preſent death; 
and a Worthy Phyſician then 
with him, told me, That though 
he was ſo low that an accident 
might carry him away on a 
ſuddain ; yet without that, he 
thought. he might live yet 

ſomc 
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ſome Weeks. So on' Saturday 
at Four of the Clock in the 
Morning TI left him, being the 
24th of July. But I durit not 
take leave of him; for he had 
expreſſed ſo great an unwilling- 
neſs to part with me the day 
before, that 1f I had not pre- 
ſently yielded to one days ſtay, 
it was® like to . have given 
hin -fome trouble, therefore I 
thought it better to leave him 


| without any Formality. Some 


hours after he asked for me, 
and when it was told him, I was 
gone, heſeem'd to be troubled, 
and ſaid, Has my Friend left me, 
then I ſhall die Jhortly. After 
that he ſpake but once or 
twice till he died : He lay 
much ſilent: Once they heard 
him praying very — 
n 
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And on Monday about Two of 
the Clock in' the: Morning, he 
died, without any Convulſion, or 
ſo much as a groan. 
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The CONCLUSION. 


Hus he lived, and thus 

he died 1n the Three and 
Thirtieth Year of _ his Age. 
Nature! had | fitted -him for 
great things, and his Know- 
ledge and: Obſervation quali- 
fd him to have bcen one of 
the moſt extraordinary Men, 
not only of his Nation, but of 
the Age he lived in; and I do 
verily bcheve, that if God had 
thought fir'to have continued 
him longer in the World, he 
had been the Wonder and De- 
l;ght of all that knew hum. But 
the infinitely Wiſe God knew 
better what was fit for him, 
and what the Age deſerved. 
For Men who have ſo caſt gr 
a 


F 


| 
Þ{\ | 
4 | 
6 
_ 


N 


k 
| 


160 


- Some: Paſſages the Life . 
all ſenſe of God and Religion, 
deſerve not ſo ſignal a Bleſi Ing, 
as the Exampleand Conviction 
which the reſt of his life might 
have given them. - And 7 
apt to think that . the Divine 
Goodneſs took pity on hium,and 
ſeeing the ſincerity. of his Re- 
pentance, would try and ven- 
ture him no more in Circum- 
ſtances of Temptation, perhaps - 
too hard for Humane Frailty. 
Now he 1s at reſt, and I am vc- 
ry confident enjoys the Fruits 
of his late, but ſincere Repen- 
cance. Bur ſuch as live, and 
{till go on in their S1ns and Im- 
picties, and will not beawaken- 
cd neitheri by this;/ nor the ©- 
ther Allarms that are abour their 
Ears, are, it ſcems, given up by 
God to a judicial Hardneſs and 
Impemtency. 

Here 


one who lived of their fide, 
but could not dic of it : And 
though none of all our Liber- 
tines underſtood better than he, 
the ſecret Myſteries of Sin, had 
more {tudied every thing that 
could ſupport a Man in it, and 
had more reliſted all cxternal 
means of Conviction than he 
had done; yet when the Hand 
of God inwardly touched him, 
he could no longer kick againſt 
thoſe Pricks, but humbled bim- 
ſelf under that Mighty Hand ; 
and as he uſed often to ſay in 
his Prayers, He who had fo often 
denied Him, found then no other 
Shelter, but his Mercies and Com- 
paſſions. 

I have written this Account 
with all the renderneſs and cautr 
on I could uſe, & 1n whatſoever 

NM may 


and Death of John E, of Rocheſter. 167 
» Here 1s a publick Inſtance of 


;Yd 
43 
A, 

* 2 


I may have failed, I have been 
ſtrict in the truth of what 1 
have related, remembring that 
of Fob, Will ye lye for God ? Re- 
ligion has Strength and Evi- 
dence cnough in it ſelf, and 
needs no Support from Lyes, 
and made Stories. I do not 
pretend to have given the for- 
mal words that he faid, though 
I have done that where I could 
remember them. But I have 
written this with the ſame Sin- 
ccrity, that I would have done, 
had I known I had been to dic 
1immedaately after Ifhad finiſhed 
it. I did not take Notes of 
our Diſcourſes laſt Winter at- 
ecr we parted; ſo I may have 
perhaps 1n the ſetting out of 
my Anſwers to him, have cn- 
larged on ſeveral things both 
more tully and more ay 6.4 
nan 


: the Searcher of Hearts, knows 
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than I could ſay them in ſuch 
tree Diſcourſes as we had. I 
am not ſo ſure of all I ſer 
down as ſaid by me, as I am of 
all ſaid by im to me. But 
yet the ſubſtance of the great- 
ct part, even of that, 15 the 
ſame. 

It remains that I humbly 
and earneſtly beſecch all thar 
ſhall take this Book in their 
hands, that they will conſider 
it entirely, and not wreſt ſome } 
parts toan 1] intention. God, s | 


with what Fidelity I have writ 
it : Bur if any will drink up | 
only the Poiſon that may be in F 
it, without taking alſo the An- 
tidote here given to thoſe il 
Principles; or conſidering the 
ſenſe that this great Perſon had f 
of them, when he reflected | 
M 2 ſcri- | 
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ſcriouſly on them; and will ra- 
ther confirm themſelves 1n their 
ill ways, by the Scruples and 
Objc&tions which I ſet down, 
than be edified by the other 
parts of it : As I will look on 
It as a great Infelicity, that I | 
ſhould have ſaid any thing that 
may ſtrengthen them -n their 
Impicties ; ſo the ſincerity of 
my Intentions will , I doubt 
not, excuſe me at his hands, to 
whom I offcrup this ſmall Ser- 


I have now performed, in 
the beſt manner I could, what 
was lIcft on me by this Noble 
Lord; and have done with the * 
part of an Hiſtorian. I ſhall in 
the next place ſay ſomewhat as 
a Divine. So cxtraordinary a 
Text docs almoſt force a Ser- 
mon, though 1t 1s plain enough 
| It 


. 
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it ſelf, and ſpeaks with ſo loud 
a Voacc, that thoſe who are not 
awakened by it, will perhaps 
conſider nothing that I can ſay. 
If our Libertines will become 
ſo far ſober as to examine their 
former Courſe of Life, with 
that diſingagement and 1mpar- 
clality , which they muſt ac- 
knowledge a wiſe Man ought 
to uſe in things of greateſt 
Conſequence, and balance the 
Account of what they have got 
by their Debaucherics, with the 
Miſchicts they have brought 
on themſelves and others by 
them, they will ſoon ſce what 
a mad Bargain they have made. 
Some Diverſion, Mirth, and 
Pleaſure 1s all they can promiſe 
themſelves; bur to obtain this, 
how many Evils are they to 


ſuffer * how have many walſtcd 
M 3 their 
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their ftrength, brought many 


Diſcaſes on their Bodies, and 
precipitated their Age in the 
purſuit of thoſe things? And as 
they bring old Age early on 
themſclves, fo rr becomes a mi- 
ſcrable ſtate of lie to the great- 
cft part of them; Gowts, Stran- 
gruries, and other Infirmuties, be- 
ing ſevere Reckonings for ther 
paſt Folhes ; not to mention 
the more loathſome Diſcaſes, 
with their no leſs Iloathfome 
and troubleſome Cures, which 
they muft often go throngh, 
who deliver themfelves up to 
forbidden Pleafure. Many 
are disfhgur'd belide, with the 
marks of their Intemperance & 
Lewdneſs, and which 1s yet fad- 
der, and Infe&tion 1s derived of- 
tentimes on their Innocent, but 


unhappy Iſſue, who being de- 
ſcended 
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ſcended from fo vitiated an 
Original, ſuffer for their Exceſ- 


ſes: Their Fortunes are pro- 
fuſely waſted, both by their 


| neg [et of their Afﬀairs, they 


_ ſo buried in Vice, that 
they cannot employ either their 
Time or Spirits, fo much ex- 
hauſted by Intemperance , to 
conſider them ; and by that 
Prodigal Expence which their 
Luſts put them upon. They 
ſuffer no leſs in their Credit, 
the chief mean to recover an 
intangled Eſtate; for that irre- 
gular Expence forceth them to 
ſo many mean ſhifts, makes 
them fo often falſe to all their 
Promiſes and Reſolutions, that 
they muſt needs feel how much 
they have loft , that which a 
oi: and Men of 1 INgE- 
nuous Tempers do ſometimes 
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prefer even to life it ſelf, their 


Hcnour and Reputation. Nor 
do they ſuffer Iſs in the Nobler 
powers of their Minds, which, 
by a long courſe of ſuch diflo- 
lutc Practices, come to link and 
degencrate ſo far, that not a few, 
whoſe firſt Bloſſoms gave the 
moſt promiſing Hopes, have ſo 
wither'd,as to become incapable 
of great and generous Under- 
takings, - and to be diſabled to 
cyery thing, but to wallow like 
Swine in the filth of Scenſuality, 
their Spirits being diſlipated, 
and their Minds ſo nummed, 
as to be wholly unfit for bufi- 
neſs, and even indiſpoſed to 
think. | 

That this dcar price ſhould 
bc paid for a little wild Mirth, 
or groſs and corporal Pleaſure, 
S a thing of ſuch 1imparalcllcd 
0008. Folly, 
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Folly, that 1f there were not too 
many ſuch Inſtances before us, 
.1t might ſeem incredible. To 
all this we muſt add the Hor- 
rours that their 11] Actions raiſe 
in them, and the hard ſhifts 
they are put to to ſtaye off 
theſe, either by being perpe- 
tually drunk or mad, or by an 
habitual diſuſe of thinking and 
reflecting on their Actions, 
and ( if theſe Arts will not per- 
fetly quict them) by taking 
Sanctuary in ſuch Atheiſti- 
cal Principles as may at leaſt 
mitigate the ſowrnels of their 
Thoughts, though they can- 
not abſolutely ſertle their 
Minds. 

If the ſtate of Mankind and 
Humane Socictics are conſider- 
ed, what Miſchiets can be cqual 
co thoſe which follow theſe 
Courlcs. 
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Courſes. Such Perſons are a 
Plague where ever they come; 
they can neither be truſted nor 
beloved, having caſt off both 
Truth and Goodneſs, which 
procure Confidence and attract 
Love ; they corrupt ſome by 
their 11] Practices, and do irre- 
parable Injurics to thereſt ; they 
run great Hazards, and put 
themſelves to much trouble, 
and all this to do what is in 
their power to make Damna- 
tion as ſure to themſelves as 
poſlibly they can. What In- 
fluence this has on the whole 
Nation 1s but too viſible; how 
the Bonds of Nature, Wed- 
lock, and all other Relations are 
quite broken. Vertue 1s thought 


- an Antick Piece of Formality, 


and Religion the effe&t of 
Cowardiſc or Knayery : Theſe 
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| are the Men that would Re- 
form the World, by bringing 
it-under a new Syſtem of In- 
tellectual and Moral Principles, 
but bate them a few bold and 
lewd Jcſts, what have they cyer 
done , or dcligned to do, to 
make them be remembred, cx- 
cept it be with detcſtation 2 
They arc the Scorn of the pre- 
ſent Age, and their Names muſt 
rot 1n the next. Here they 
have before them an Inſtance 
of one who was deeply cor- 
rupted with the Contagion 
which he firſt derived from 
| others, butunhappily heighten- 
cd itt much himſclf. He was 
' a Maſter indeed, and not a bare 
trifler with Wit, as ſome of 
theſe are who repeat, and that 
bur ſcuryily , what they may 
hayc heard from him or ſome 
| others, 
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others, and with Impudence and 
Laughter will face the World 
down, as if they were to teach 
it Wiſdom; who, God knows, 
cannot follow one Thought a 
ſtep further than as they have 
connced it; and take from them 
their borrow'd Wit and their 
mimical Humour , and they 
will preſently appear what they 
indeed are, the leaſt and loweſt 
of Mcn. 

If they will, or 1ft they can 
think a little, I with they would 
conſider that by their own 
Principles, they cannot be ſurc 
that Religion 1s only a Contri- 
vance; all they pretend to 15 
only to weaken ſome Argu- 
ments that are brought for 1t; 
bur they have not Brow enough 
to ſay, They can prove that 


their own Principles are true. 
50 
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So that at moſt they bring their 
Cauſe no higher, than that it 
1s pothble Religion may not be 
true. But ſtill it 1s poſlible it 
may be true, and they have no 
ſhame left that will deny that 
It 1s alſo probable it may be 
truc; and it ſo, then what mad 
Men are they who run ſo great 
a hazard for nothing ? By their 
own Confcflion 1t may be there 
15a God, a Judgment, and a Lite 
to come ; and 1t ſo, then he 
that believes theſe things, and 
Iives according to them, as he 
cnjoys a long courſe of Health 
and quict of Mind, an inneccnt 
rclliſh of many true Pleaſures, 
and the Serenities which Vertuc 
raiſcs in him, with the good 
Will and Friendſhip which it 
procures him from others ; ſo 
when he dies, 1f theſe things 
Prove 
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prove Miſtakes, he docs not 
out-live his Error, nor ſhall it : 
afterwards raiſe trouble or dif- 
quiet in him 1f he then ccaſcs to 
be; but if theſe things be true, 
he ſhall be infimitely happy in 
that State, where his preſenc 
ſmall Services ſhall be ſo cx- 
ccſhively rewarded. The Liber- 
tines on the other fide, as they 
know they muſt dic, ſo the 
thoughts of Death muſt be 
always Melancholy to them, 
they can have no pleaſant view 
of that which yet they know 
cannot be very far trom them: 
The leaſt painful Idea they can | 
have of 1t 1s, that 1t 1s an cx- | 
tinction and ccaſing to be, but | 
they are not ſure even of that. 
Some ſecret Whiſpers within 
make them, whether they will 
or not, tremble at the Appre- 
henſ10ns 


henſions of another State; nei- 
ther their Tinſel-Wit, nor ſu- 
perficial Learning , nor their 
impotent Aflaules upon the 
weak 1ide as they think of Re- 
1:g1o0n, nor the boldeſt Notions 
of Impicty, will hold them up 
then. Of all which 1 now 
preſent ſo lively an Inſtance, as 
perhaps Hiſtory can ſcarce pa- 
ralle]. 

Here were parts ſo exalted 
by Nature, and improved by 
Study, and yet ſo corrupted 
and debaſed by Irrchgion and 
Vice, that he who was made 
to be one of the Glories of his 
Age was becomea Proverb, and 
if his Repentance had not 1n- 
terpoſed, would have been one 
of the greateſt Reproaches of 
it. He knew well the ſmall 
ſtrength of that weak _— 
an 
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and at firſt deſpiſed, but after- 
wards abhorred it. Hetfelt the 
Miſchiefs, and ſaw the madneſs 
of it; and theretore though he 
lived to the ſcandal of many, 
he died as much to the Edifica- 
tion of all thoſe who ſaw him ; 
and becauſe they were but a . 
ſmall number, he defired that 
he might even when dead yet 
ſpeak. He was willing nothing 
ſhould be concealed that might 
caſt Reproach on himſelf, and 
on Sin, and offer up Glory to 
God and Religion. So that 
though he lived a hainous Sin- 
ner, yet he dicd a moſt cxem- 
plary Pemitent. 

It would be a vain and rid1- 
culous Inference, for any from 
hence to draw Arguments a- 
bout the abſtruſe Secrets of 
Predeſtination ; and to con- 

cludc 
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clude that if they are of =, 
number of the Ele&, they may 
hve as they will, and chat Di- 
vine Grace will at ſome time 
or other violently conſtrain 
them, and irrcſiſtably work up- 
on them. Bur as St: Paul was 
called to that enunent Service 
for which he was appointed, 
in ſo ſtupendious a manner, as 
1s no warrant for others to ex- 
pet ſuch a Vocation ; ſo it 
upon ſome ſignal Occaſions 
ſuch Converſions fall our, 
which, how far they are ſhorr 
of Miracles, I ſhall not deter- 
mine, 1t 1s not only a vain bur 
a pernicious Imagination, for 
any to go on 1n their 1]] ways, 

upon a fond Conceit and Ex- 
pectation that the ike will befal 
them : For whatſoever God's 

extraordinary Dcalings with 
N ſome 
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ſome may. be, we arc fure his 
common way of Working is 
by offering theſe things to our 
rational Facultics, which, by the 
aſſiſtances of his Grace, if we 
improve them all we can, ſhall 
be certainly eftectual for our 
Reformation; and 1t we neg- 
le& or abuſe theſe, we put our 
fclves beyond the common 
Mcthods of God's Mercy, and 
have no, reaſon to cxpedct that 
Wonders, ſhould be wrought 
for our Conviction ; which 
though they ſometimes hap- 
pen, that they may give an ct- 
tc&tual Alarm for the awaking 
of others, yet it would deſtroy 
the whole deſign of Religion, 
it Men ſhould depend upon, or 
look for ſuch an extraordinary 
and forcible Operation of God's 
Grace. 

And 


And I hope that thoſe who 
have had ſome ſharp Refleti- 
ons on their paſt Life, ſo as to 
be reſolved to forſake their il! 
Courſes, will nor take the leaft 
encouragement to ' themſclyes 
in that deſperate and'unreaſon- 
able Reſolutiorr of putting off 
their Repenrance till "they can 
{in no longer, from, the hopes I 
have cxpreſsd of 'this 'Lord's 
obtaining Mercy at the laft; 
and from thence preſume that 
they alſo ſhall be received, when 
they 'turn' to God 'on * their 
Death-Beds : For, what Mercy 
focycr God may ſhew to ſuch 
as 'rcally were never inwardly 
couched before that time; , yet 
there 1s'no reaſon'to think that 
thoſe who' have dealt fo Uiſinge- 
nitufly with God and their own 
Souls, as deſignedly to put off 
N 2 their 
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ſome may. be, we are ſure his 
common way of Working 1s 
by offering theſe things to our 
rational Facultics, which, by the 
alliſtances of his Grace, 1f we 
improve them all we can, ſhall 
be certainly effectual for our 
Reformation; and if we neg- 
lect or abuſe theſe, we put our 
ſclves beyond the common 
Mcthods of God's Mercy, and 
have no, reaſon to cxpect that 
Wonders, ſhould be wrought 
for our Conviction ; which 
though they ſometimes hap- 
pen, that they may g1ve an ct- 
tcEtual Alarm for the awaking 
of others, yet it would deſtroy 
the whole deſign of Religion, 
if Men ſhould depend upon, or 
look. for ſuch an extraordinary 
and forcible Operation of God's 
GracCc. 

And 


And I hope that thoſe who 
have had ſome ſharp Reflecti- 
ons on their paſt Life, ſo as to 
be reſolved to forſfake- their 11 
Courſes, will nor take the leaft 
encouragement to 'themſclyes 
in that deſperate and'unreaſon- 
able Reſolution of /putting off 
their Repentance Hit "they can 
{in no longer, from, the hopes I 
have cxpreſs'd of 'this 'Lord's 
obtaining Mercy at /the laft; 
and from thence preſume that 
they alfo ſhall be received, when 
they ' turn” to God ' on * their 
Death-Beds : For, what Mercy 
ſoeycr God may ſhew to ſuch 
as "really were never inwardly 
couched before that time; , yet 
there 1s'no reaſon'to think that 
thoſe who'have dealt fo Uiſinge- 
nitgufly with God and their own 
Souls, as deſignedly to put off 
N 2 their 
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their turning to him ,,upon 
ſuch Conſiderations, ſhould ,be 
then accepted with him. ,They. 
may ie. ſuddenly, or by a 
Diſcaſe that may ſo diforder 
their Underitandings, that they 
ſhall not be in any capacity of | 
Reflecting on their paſt Lives. 
The inward Converl1on of our 
Minds 1s, not. ſo in our power; 
that '1t can.,be cfte@tcd withour 
Divine ;.Grace aſſiſting. , And 
there 1s -no. reaſon for thoſc 
Who have. neglected:;.theſe Af 
Giſtances all _— Lives, to. Cx- 
pect- them. in ſo extraordinary 
manner at their Death, ., Nor 
can, one, cſpecially in a Sick- 
neſs, that. is, quick: and cri- 
tical ; be able to do | thoſe 
things 'that.;arc ofcen, indiſpen- 
fably necciſary to. make, his 
Repenrance  compleat : And 
even 


and Death of Jokn E; of Rocheſter. 


even in a longer Diſeaſe, in 
which there are larger Oppor- 
tunes /for theſe things. Yer 
there 1s great Reaſon to doubr 
of a Repentance begun and 
kept up mcerly by Terror, and 
not from any ingenuous Prin- 
ciple. Inwhich, though I wil 
not. take on me -to limit 'the 
Mercics -of | God, which are 
boundleſs , yet this muſt'be 
confelled, that to delay Repen- 
tance, with ſuch a deſign, 1s to 
put the greatclt Concernment 
we have upon the moſt dange- 
rous and deſperate Iflue that 1s 
poſſible. 

But they that will ſtill go on 
x1 their Sins, and be fo partial 
co them, as to uſe all endeavours 
tO ſtrengthen themſelves in 
their evil Courſe, even by theſe 


very things which the Provi- 


dence 


91 


182 


- Some Paſſages of the Liſe 


dence of God ſets before them, 
for the caſting down of theſe 
ſtrong holds of Sin: What 15 0 
be ſaid to ſuucch ? Tt1s to be fear- 
ed, that if they obſtinately per- 
faſt, they will by degrees come 
within that Curſe, He that is 
wnjuft, let him be unjuſt flill : 
and he that is filthy, let him be 
filthy ftill. But 'if our Goſpel 


is hid, it is hid to them that are 


loft; in whom the God of this World 
hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not, left the Light 
of the Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
who is the Image of God, ſhould 
ſhine unto them. 
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